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Akkuma Kaleessaa Har'as Qormaatota
Injifinnoon Ceenee, Harka Keenya
Galataaf ni Bal'ifna

Kabajamtoota Ummattoota Biyya Keenyaa Hundaaf

aqaan ltoophiyaa jedhu maqgaa kabajaa rakkoodhaaf
IVI harka osoo hin kennin, gormaataaf osoo hin jilbiiffan-
nee fi gufuuwwan cehuudhaan injifannoo ittii gon-
fatanidha. Seenaa ishee keessatti biyyi keenya yeroon isheen
gormaata malee dabarsite muraasa. Tattaaffii cimina ijoollee

isheetiifi gargaarsa waagayyootiin, rakkoowwan mudatan hed-
du damdamattee as geessee jirti.

Har’as cimina biyya keenyaa goruuf rakkoo baay’een yoo nu
marsanis, qaamoleen adda addaa halkaniifi guyyaa lubbuu
keenya rakkoo keessa galchuuf walitti yoo dhufanis, gara fuuldu-
ratti deemuu keenya hin dhaabnu. Nuti yoomiyyuu, warri cimi-
na eenyummmaa keenyaatiifi gargaarsa Waaqayyootti amannu,
bacaqii gannaa keessa darbinee, ifa birraa abdachiisutu nutti
mul’ata, dukkanaan gamatti ifa boonsaan akka jiru ni beekna.

Dukkana kaleessaa akkuma darbine, rakkoo har’a nu quunname
sababni cehuu dadhabnuuf akka hin jiraanne amanaa, har’as
ciminaa fi jabina uumaaan nuu keenneef galata galchuuf du-
ubatti hin jennu.

Galateeffachuun humna guddaa bara darbe injifannoon, yeroo
keessa jirru carradhaan, yeroo dhufu immoo abdiidhaan akka
eegnu kan nu taasisuudha. Gama biraatiin galata waakkachuun,
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xiin-sammuu mo’atamuu fi carraa dhabuu uuma. Ofii keenyaa
fi namoota biroo ilaalcha gaariifi jaalalaan akka hin ilaalle nu
taasisa. Qaamni dhuunfaas ta’ee uummanni waan argatetti hin
guufneefi hin galateeffanne, hir'uu malee kennaan addaa inni
gabu itti hin mul’atu. Rakkoo irra gahe malee, carraan kenna-
meef guddaa ta’ee itti hin mul’atu. Rakkoo gara fuulduraa dhufu
malee, gammachuun fuuldura isaa jiru sammuu isaa keessatti
hin katabamu.

Namni galata galchu, rakkoo hamaa keessatti injifannoo fi car-
raa isaa nama ilaaluu danda’uudha. Bubbee fi danbalii caala ja-
beenya doonii ilaala. Baay’ina qormaataa fi rakkoo caala, hun-
dumaa tokkummmaa fi gargaarsa uumaatiin mo’achuun akka
danda’amu yaada.

Qaroomina Aksuumiifi bara durii, iccitii ogummaa ijaarsaa Laa-
libalaa fi naannawa sanatti argaman, Gimbii Hararii fi naanna-
wa isheetti kaka’umsaa fi guddina magaalotaa bigilan, Gibee fi
naannawa laga Gibeetti garoomina mootummaa giddugalees-
saa hundeessuuf yaalii taasifamemeefi daldala gqonnaan walit-
ti hidhuuf yaalame, tattaffiiwwan sirna Gadaatiin dimokirasii
ijjaaruu, Walaayittaa, Halabaa, Haadiyyaa, Daawuroo fi naan-
nawa Kafaatti bulchiisa waliitti dhufeenya daldalaa fi dippi-
loomaasii giddu galeessa bahaa hanga Awurooppaatti uuman,
Gondaritti tattaaffii bulchiinsa mootummaa giddugaleessaa
ijjaaruu, Affaarii fi Somaaleetti sirna bulchiinsa odeeffannoo fi
giddugaleessummaa bu’uura godhate, Gambeellaatti garoomi-
na dubartootaaf kabaja addaa kennuu, Benishaangul Gumuz-
itti muuzigaa fi fayyadama meeshaa muuzigaa akkasumas id-
doowwan adda addatti garoomina mul‘achaa turan duubatti
deebinee ilaaluudhaan gabeenya keenya itti boonuu gabnuud-
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ha. Warroota kaleessaa itti boonnu kan nuuf kenne Waaqayyo
waan ta’eef kanaaf isa galateeffanna.

Walgoqgqgoodinsa bara ‘Zamana Masaafinti’ biyya keessa tu-
ree fi dhiibbaawwan alaa gama koloneeffataan dhufan, biyyi
keenya humna hin mul’annneen damdamatte. Seenaan ishee
fi eenyuumman ishee osoo hin badin, bara dheeraaf turuun
ishee waan nama dingisiisuu danda’uudha. Yeroo Itoophiyaa
ammayyaa adeemsa bittinnahuu irraa gara walitti dhufuutti
deemte kanattis, waraanni fi walitti bu’iinsi, aggaammii fi shirri
siyaasaa heddumminaan uumamaa jiru. ljaarsi mootummaa bi-
yyaa seeraan 0soo hin xumuramiin, waggota 50 darban kees-

mudatee jira.

Warraagsi, walitti bu’iinsi, weerarri, beelli hamaan, akkasumas
balaan namtolchee fi uummaa yoo baay’atanis, Itoophiyaa ni
sochoosan malee hin kuffisne. Diinonni seenaa keessatti beeka-
man, kan fagoo fi dhiyootti argaman yeroo yeroon ka’anii biyya
kana cicciranii diiguuf dhagaan isaan hin fongolchine hin jiru.
Magqaa ishee cilee dibuuf, sadarakaa idil-addunyaatti irra ded-
deebiin haga akka hin aganne taasisuuf, buufata doonii gabdu
dhabsiisuun akka ukkaamamtu taasisuuf yaalaniiru. Lageen ish-
ee keessaa maddan akka hin fayyadamne waliigaltee hamaa
ta’e akka mallatteesitu taasisanii jiru. Kana hunda keessa taatee
Itoophiyaan akka warqii ibiddan goramtee, tattaaffii ijoollee ish-
eetiifi fedha Waaqaatiiin eegamtee akka biyyaatti itti fufuu dan-
da’uun ishee waan baay’ee nama dingisiisuudha. Biyyi keenya
rakkoowwan armaan olii hunda darbuu ishee yoo yaadannu,
Wagayyoof galata akka galchinu sababa nuuf ta’a.
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Itoophiyaan seenaa ishee keessatti, waggottan afran darban
keessa haala mul’atee hin beekneen abdii fi rakkoo, tokkum-
maa fi garaagarummaa, sadarkaa idil-addunyaatti dingisiifan-
naa fi balaalefannaa, waliin ta’uu fi walxaxuu, bilisummaa fi
walitti bu’iinsa yeroo itti keessummeessitedha jechuun ni dan-
da’ama. ltoophiyaan ijoollee murteessoo yeroo itti argatte qofa
0so00 hin taane, yeroo itti dhabdeedha. Hidhi Haaromsa Gud-
dichi ltoophiyaa kanaan booda hin fayyadu yeroo jedhameetti
guutinsi bishaanii xumuramee ibsaa kennuu eegalee jira. Biyyi
hiyyoomtuu fi duubatti haftuu jedhamtee waamamatu biqiltu-
uwwan biiliyoonaan lakka’aman dhaabuudhaan, bakka addadd-
aatti paarkii ijaaruun imala ishee dachii lalisaa ta’uu tti fuftee
jirti.

Wabiin jiraachuu keenyaa gamadii biyyoota dhihaa ta’'uu yoom-
muu isaan yaadanitti, Itoophiyaan gamadii bonaa jallisiin oomi-
shuu filafa gonnaa bal’aa irratti midhaani fi fuduraalee oomishu-
un ofii ishee irra darbitee biyyoota biraa gargaaruuf gophooftee
jirti. Finfinneen yeroo tokko magaa ishee wajjjin haala wal hin
gitneen Afrikaatti iddoo balfi itti gatamu jedhamuuf xumurarra
geessee turte. Qormaatileen nu mudatan gatii guddaa nu kaf-
alchiisanii jiru. Isaan kana yoo yadannu baay’ee nutti dhagaha-
ma. Garuu, kan dhabnerra kan arganne ni caala. Rakkooleen
duubatti nu hin hambisne, gormaatni nu hin mo’anne. Kanaaf
Wagqayyoof galata guddaa galchina.
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Jaalatamtoota ljoollee Biyya koo,

Obboleessi obboleessarratti yoo garaa jabaatu, wajjin jiraachu-
un hafee nama wajjiin oolee hin beeknee hamma fakkaatutti
yeroo itti walitti buune, wanta sababa hin gabneef lubbuun
namaa yoo darbu, namoota giyyaafannoo malee galma hin
gabneen dhiigni lammiilee keenyaa akkasumaan dhangala’uu
waggoota xiggoo duubatti deebinee yoo yaadannu, garaan
keenya gaddaan caba. Akka dhalootaattis qaaniitu nutti dhaga-
hama. Waraanni fi walitti bu’iinsi kutaa biyyattii kaaba fi dhi-
yaatti labbuu namaa galaafatee fi qabeenya biyyaa barbadeesse
yoo yadannu, ija keenya gofa osoo hin taane, lubbuu keenyatu
boo’a.

Badiin yeroo tokko kutaa biyyattii bahaa fi kibbaatti uumamee,
rakkoo fi gidiraa akkamii akka fide kan irraanfannu miti. ljji
keenya osoo boochus yoo ta’e in galateeffanna. Sababni isaas
wanta nurratti ta’erra, kan nuti arganne waan caaluuf. Biyya
keenya Itoophiyaa, mataa ishee gadi qabanii, dugda kutuuf yoo
yaalanis ba’aa irratti fe'ame dandeessee, aarii ishee garaatti qa-
battee, qormaatashee harkatti baattee dabartee, har’as kutan-
noodhaan itti fuftee, daandii ishee osoo hin lakkisiin deemuun
ishee dhuguma icciitii dingisiisaadha. Badii keessatti, misooma,
gadda keessatti jabina, rakkoo keessatti eebba, dukkana kees-
satti ibsaa ta’ee kan nu eege fi biyya keenyaaf gargaarsa fi hum-
na kan ta’e Waaqa ltoophiyaati. Waaga dawoofi golgaa, bakka
itti bagatanii oolaniifi gaachana nuu ta’e kana galateeffachuun,
faaruu Itoophiyaanota hundaa ta’uu qaba.
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warri hubatan, keessumattuu gaamooleen Abbayyaa fi Gaan-
fa Afrikaa irratti fedhii guddaa qaban, gama nageenyaa fi karaa
adda addaatiin daandii badii nuuf baasaa turan. Miidiyaleen
biyya gurguddoo fi dhaabbileen isaaniitis dandeettii mootum-
moota isaanii abdatanii, biyya keenya irrattii waraana gaggees-
saa turan. Diinagdee fi magaa biyyatti sadarkaa idil-addunyaatti
balleessuuf waan danda’an hunda raawwachaa, firootiin keenya
akka nurraa fagaatan harka lafa jalaatiin dhiibbaa taasisaa tur-
an. Haata’u malee, tattaffii fi yaaliin isaanii tokkummaa Itoophi-
ya riphe dammagqgsee dheekkamsa kakaase malee hin kuffisne.
Injifannoon Aduwaatis bara keenyatti irra deebi’ame. Duumessi
gurraachi biyyi akka diigamtu nurra naanna’e ni hurke. kunis uu-
maan ltoophiyaa yommiyyuu taanan nu waliin ta’'uusaa bara itti
arginee dha.

Waggottan lamaan darban keessatti, dhiibbaa idil-addunyaa
Itoophiyaa irratti taasifame biyyonni baachuu dadhaban
baay’een isaanii bittinaa’anii jiru. Uumaan ltoophiyaa garuu di-
inotaaf dabarsee nu hin kennine. Kufnee akka hin hafne, hir-
kannees akka dhaabbanu, dadhabnees akka jabannu humnaa fi
cimina nuuf ta’ee jira. Har’a ltoophiyaan gama tokkon addunyaa
dingisiisaa, gama biraatiin taajjabaa ittii fuftee jirti. Yeroo dhu-
fu jabina ishee cimsitee ceehuf abdiidhaan faggeessitee ilaalti.
Jabeenya Itoophiyaa seenaan dhageenye ijaan akka agarru kan
nu taasise, bara keenyattis seenaa kan nuuf hojjate, uumaa
Itoophiyaa fi Waaga Itoophiyaa galanni haa gahu.
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Biyyi akka Itoophiyaa rakkoo bara baraan mudate irra darbee
kabajaan dhaabbatu biyya kami? Biyyoonni garaagarummaa af-
aanii, aadaa, fi amantaa tokkummaan walsimsiisanii bara dheer-
aadhaaf turan meeqa? Qabeenya lafairraa fi lafa keessaatiin kan
guutaman, qilleensi fi bishaan isaanii kan eebbifameef, onnee
gootummaa fi gaxalee sammuutiin kan badhaafaman, biyyoon-
ni akka Itoophiyaa jiran meega? Bifa uummata gurraachaa
hundaa fi bareedina addaatiin kan badhaate, Itoophiyaa malee
eenyu? Bilisummaa fi abbaa biyyummaatiin biyyi afrikaadhaaf
fakkeenya ta’u ltoophiyaa malee eessaatti argama? Bara durii
jalgabee hanga har’aatti bagattoota biyya biraa akka ijoollee
isaaniitti ilaaluun kan keessumeessan biyyoonni akka Itoophi-
yaatti waamaman eenyu fa’i?

poortii addunyaa irratti injifannoo irratti injifannoo kan gonfatan
Itoophiyaanotaa mitii? Addabaabaayii ispoortii irratti alaabaa
biyya abbaa isaanii kan olkaasanii mirmirsan, dirree injifannoo
argamsiisanitti harka isaani olkaasanii uumaa isaanii kan gala-
teeffatan Itoophiyanota mitii? Suuta jennee yoo yaadne fi eeb-
ba keenya xiyyeffannoon yoo lakkoofne, nuti Itoophiyaanonni
kan waakkannu irra wantoonni galateeffatoota akka taanu nu
taasisan baay’ee heddu dha.

Kanaafi, waan lapheen keenya hubatee fi wantoota hedduu
yaadnee hin arganne hunda irra dhaabbannee uumaa kabajuu
fi galateeffachuun kan nurra jiraatu. Rakkoowwan har’a Itoophi-
yaa mudatan masilaalii olka’'umsaa yaabbachuu fi rigicha gud-
dinaa ce’aa jiraachuu keenya malee kufiinsa ishee saffisuuf hin
oolani. Humni diinotaa kun hundi kan nutti baay’ataniif, yeroon
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dhufu abdachisaa ta’uu waan araganiif malee, hiyyeessa abdi
hin gabne ta’uun keenya isaan cingee miti. Mana wargeen
guutame malee, manni duwwaan qalbii diinaa hawwachuu hin
danda’u waan ta’eef. Yoo xigqgaate, diinotaa fi gaamoolee gaarii
keenya hin hawwineef, humna keenya isaanitti mul’atee fi dan-
deettii dhokataa akka biyyaatti gabnu nuttis mul’achuu gaba.
Sababni isaas, gara fuuldurratti daandiin gara guddinaatti nu
ceesisu galateeffannaa fi gabeenya gabnu dingisiifannaa fi ka-
bajaan fudhachuu danda’uu dha. Karaa walxaxaa irra darbitee
dhufte hunda keessatti biyya keenya uumaatu tiksee jira, har’as
galanni isaaf haa ta’u.

Qabeenya biyya lafaa hunda, amantaa hanga qabeenya seenaa
gabeessaa, uumama qilleensaa hanga garaagarummaa aadaa,
gootummaa hanga bilisumma jaalachuu, Waaqayyo badhaadhi-
na kana hunda kan nu badhaase ta’'uu yaaduun haa galateef-
fannu. Ofii keenya waljibbuu fi walitti bu’uu irraa bilisa taanee
tokkoon keenya kan biraa dingisiifachuu aadaa keenya haa taa-
sifnu. Wantoota darbanii fi hir’ataniif walyaaddessaa dhaloota
dhufu dadhabsuu haa dhiisnu. Kana caala, tokkoon keenya isa
biraa, warri har’aa isaan kaleessaa haa galateeffanu. Hunduma
caalaa fi dursa immoo baroota gidduun kan nu garagaare Uu-
maa keenya bakka jiruutti haa galateeffannu. Firoonni keenya

uumaa qofaa dha.

'I 46 IRACRE ARAAT SPNALLE &T-O0N
CmPAL “LLOTC AddT 0



herand9® han eeanly®

Guyyoota jiran 365 keessaa guyyaa tokko galata keenya waliin
taanee osoo dhiyeessinee, oolmaa inni nuu ooole yaadachuuf
0s00 murteessinee waan baay’atu natti hin fakkatu. Guyya
tokko keessatti yoo baay’ate dagiigaa tokkoof wanta hojjannu
hunda dhiisnee bakka jirrutti ol jennee, wanta inni nuuf ta’e
yaadannee, Uumaa Itoophiyaa galateeffachuu gabna. Waggaa
fi bara haaraa waakkii fi aariidhaan, gadoofi haaloodhaan qoo-
da keessumeessinu, dingisiifannaa fi galataan, walgargaaruu fi
dhiifamaan simachuu gabna.

Uumaa addunyaa hundaa fi madda arjoominaa kan ta’e, akka bi-
yyaa fi uummataatti, akka hogganaa fi lammiitti afaan beeknuu
fi akkaataa amantaa keenyaatiin garaa qulqulludhaan haa gala-
teeffannu. Weerara hamaa irraa nu eegee jira. Afaan bineen-
saa keessaa nu baasee jira, Hongee balaa hamaa akka nutti hin
taane nu fuuldura dhaabbatee jira, diina fagoo fi dhiyoo biyya
diiguuf tattaffatu nurraa hambisee jira. Piroojaktoota gurgud-
doo jalgabnee fi ijaarsa Hidha Haaromsaa Guddicha akka dhu-
goomsinu nu gargaaree jira, bara durii kaasee hanga har’aatti
biyya keenyaa fi uummata keenya icciitii cimaan nuuf tursiisee
jira. Ulfinni fi kabajni guddan bara baraan isaaf haa ta’u jennee
dagiigaa tokkoof bakka jirrutti dhaabbanne umaa Itoophiyaatiif
galata akka galchinu waamicha kiyyan dabarsa.

ltoophiyaan tattaffii ijoollee isheetiin
kabajamtee bara baraan haa jiraattu!
Uumaan lfoophiyaa fi uummata ishee haa eebbisu!
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New Government Formation
Ceremony Speech

Dear Ethiopians,
Invited guests,
Excellencies,

to deliver this speech before you on such a historic day when we

are establishing a new government elected through a transparent
and legitimate election process for the first time in the long history of
Ethiopia as a state.

I would like to start by thanking God for giving me this opportunity

At this critical time and difficult season, | would like to express my deep
respect and gratitude to our heroic defense forces, others in our security
apparatus, and the people of Ethiopia for their sacrifices and struggle
against the threats posed against the very existence of our country and
our people. Ethiopia honors her heroes and will not forget your service.
Our country will give respect to the gems of this generation just as we
continue to recognize the heroes of old. Your sacrifice will be written in
bold in our hearts and the annals of history.

I am very proud to hail from a people that have produced so many heroes;
our people’s perseverance, invincibility, and firm resistance to threats are
qualities | admire. Throughout our history, the people of Ethiopia have
been passionate about protecting the motherland from any threats, and
have been willing to put aside factional interest to protect our country
from enemies. Our sovereignty is non-negotiable and our people stand
guard as spear and shield — a steadfast protector of our independence.
| would like to express my appreciation and admiration for our people
who have once again stood up as one to rescue Ethiopia from the many
threats it faces. All friends of Ethiopia who have extended a hand of
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support at a time when our country needed it most, who stood
by our side in our moment of weakness — | thank you deeply on
behalf of the Ethiopian people and our government.

Dear Ethiopians,
Excellencies,

Ethiopia can be represented by a ship depicting her all-
inclusiveness, long and lustrous history. As mentioned in the
great Holy books, Ethiopia is a country of justice, equality,
freedom, and humanity. You will find very few other countries
that have merited more praise in history books.

We are the people of whom it was said “Can an Ethiopian
change his skin or a leopard its spots?” and the country of the
Biblical Ethiopian eunuch who was among the first Christians;
We are the fruits of the womb of the country that welcomed
the early followers of the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) and the
origin of the first Muazzin Bilal;

Ethiopians are a people described as “people who love justice
and adjudication, whose buildings and paintings are full of

wisdom” by the navigator Pedro Alvares;

Ethiopia is a country praised in Aesop’s fables and Menander’s
plays;

We are children of the land the Greek historian Herodotus
complimented as “the country of wise people with golden
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culture and ethics”;
A country whose historicity has been verified by modern
archeologists;

Ethiopia: highly regarded by the likes of Marcus Garvey and Du
Bois; a leader in the anti-colonialism and anti-apartheid struggle
that went beyond its own battles to sacrifice its limited resources
for the freedom of Africa; highly regarded in the esteem of the
likes of Nelson Mandela who beautifully described Ethiopia as
the country that “unearth[ed] the roots of what made me an
African.”

When some today challenge us and doubt our capacity to carry
on, we open our history books and show them our forefather’s
feats of heroism; we invite them to witness the journey our
generation has embarked upon to ensure Ethiopia’s prosperity.

We have no doubt that our tomorrow will be even better than
yesterday; the only question is whether we are able to see this
hope and are determined to act accordingly to make it a reality.
Ethiopia will prosper to the extent we are willing to change and
form a joint vision to effect change. This is the time for Ethiopia
to shake off her burdens and stand tall — we, the Ethiopians of
today, have a historic duty to seize this moment and work to
realize it. We are entrusted with the great task of renewing our
ship — Ethiopia’s — engine, protecting her from the waves and
storm, picking up the anchor, and beginning the journey; the
coming generations will in turn work to ensure the ship keeps
her course and perseveres.

Dear Ethiopians,
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Excellencies,

In the past half-century, our country has waged a serious
struggle to establish democracy in our government. We have
reached today having passed through many ups and downs
on this journey between many hopes and fears, opportunities
and threats. For many years, our people — from farmers to
pastoralists, from urban to rural dwellers, from men in uniform
to academicians, from the youth to those advanced in age, from
the elite to common folks - have struggled and greatly sacrificed
to advance their demands for recognition of identity, equality,
freedom, equitable use of resources.

Although the 6th National Election was not without blemish and
limitations, it was a monumental occasion that has opened a
new chapter in our longstanding quest to establish a democratic
system — it has definitely taken us a step forward. We have now
reached a stage where power emanates from the will of the
people as expressed through the ballot — and not from the
hereditary line, from the barrel of guns, nor from conspiracy
and deceitful machinations.

Our people have carried out their civic duty and participated
in the election despite the torrents of challenges — not giving
up, unhindered by COVID and other natural and manmade
disasters; not discouraged by the challenges posed against our
sovereignty; not giving in to the pressure from external threats;
persevering in the face of security threats, and participated in
the election process.
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Dear Ethiopians
Excellencies,

The outcome of the election does not make a single party a
victor; it is not only a success for the government. The victory
is for Ethiopia as a country and Ethiopians as people — a great
success we should properly celebrate and can harness to fill
many gaps if we duly recognize it. We should take note that the
many political and economic problems that have piled on for
years cannot be resolved through one party’s leadership alone,
and instead unite to resolve the many compounded issues we
face.

Onourside, we commit to an inclusive and participatory process
that will help build an Ethiopia that is by all, from all, and to
all. We will work to ensure our political system will be a result
of our agreed compromises instead of only a reflection of the
winner’s interest. A look at our history clearly shows that our
internal divisions have made us vulnerable to attacks from our
enemies. Oromo fathers say “Walii-galan alaa galan” meaning
“those who agree can come inside; those who deliberate and
consult, will find solutions for pressing problems.”

Going forward, we will work to embrace our diversity as
beauty; reconcile our conflicts while respecting our differences;
strengthen our multinational unity and collectively achieve new
heights. We will conduct national consultations and discussions
to narrow our political differences. We will include all who
believe in resolving problems through discussions. The process
will not just be consultations among political elites but will
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instead ensure participation of all parts of society and led by
Ethiopians with the aim to find homegrown solutions.

Ethiopia is a mother, a legacy, a country to us all — our common
home. Our country is still in the making and we, today’s
generation, have a lot of work ahead of us: there remain many
historical wounds to be healed, crises that need answers.
Instead of giving its back to tomorrow and focusing on historical
contradictions, our generation should focus on finding solutions
to our country’s current problems.

We should be students of history, but not be its prisoners as we
plot to take revenge for historic wrongs. Our responsibility is to
pass on Ethiopia in a better shape and condition than what we
received.

Dear Ethiopians,
Excellencies,

The conflict in northern Ethiopia born out of betrayal and
arrogance this past year has cost our country dearly. This war
was created by few individuals who were intent on destabilizing
the country unless they could be in charge to turn the wheels as
they pleased. This enemy, aided by its supporters, armed itself
and committed a heinous crime against the northern command
of our defense forces.

When we recently pulled back our forces with hopes the enemy
would come to its senses, instead they armed and put children
on the battlefield; destroyed public resources; demolished
schools and health centers; dismantled families, murdered
innocent civilians; killed cattle vital to farmers’ livelihoods;
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desecrated holy sites.

When such an attack was waged against our beloved country,
we had no choice but to relaunch the mission to enforce the rule
of law. The main goal of our mission is to stop the perpetrators
of such violence and destruction. Our fight is only with those
anti-Ethiopian forces that are intent on threatening the very
existence of our country, turning people against each other,
stealing and looting our resources to fill their pockets and usurp
power. We will exert all effort, take any action, and pay every
sacrifice necessary until this existential threat is removed and
the peaceful continuity of Ethiopia is assured.

Ethiopia will build a strong and efficient peace and security
apparatus to properly protect itself against internal and external
threats and continue to fully protect its national interests.

Excellencies,

At this critical time as we are working to fend off threats against
our national sovereignty. The international pressure we faced
has made us look back at our history: on the one hand, we have
always had countries, people, institutions, and individuals who
stand with us in our time of need; on the other hand, we have
witnessed many betrayals as we strive to stay committed to
principles.

We have once again seen how some have betrayed us while
others continue to stand by our side. Ethiopia seeks the
partnership of our friends in our quest to achieve prosperity, but
no friendship can be sustained at the cost of our national honor
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and sovereignty. Our doors will remain open to all countries
that approach us in a spirit of cooperation and we look forward
to their support, advice, and good wishes.

Dear African Brothers and Sisters,

We Ethiopians firmly believe that we need to strengthen our
capacity to produce African solutions to the many natural and
manmade challenges we face as a continent. We will work
harder than before to carry out our responsibility under the
principle of “African solutions to African problems” to create
a united, peaceful, and prosperous Africa that protects our
continental interests in world stages.

We have a quote that says “may your neighbor sleep in peace
so you will sleep in peace.” In our region, we have more that
unites than divides us. It is imperative for us to work in the
true spirit of African solidarity and of cooperation if we are to
protect our neighbors’ peace and ensure our bright collective
destiny. As Gamo father’s say “if you do not farm with others
one year, you will farm alone for seven years” - so it is in our
Region: if we create synergy by pooling together our individual
strengths, the challenges we face will pale in comparison to our
collective resources.

Excellencies

Beyond the multiple economic and social benefits, it creates for
our country, the Grand Renaissance Dam is a huge project that
promotes good neighborliness and regional integration. For
us Ethiopians, the Abay river represents significant symbolic
importance beyond its economic utility. Abay represents our
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determination to rise up to challenges, stand on our own feet
and unite for good.

All Ethiopians from children to seniors, city, and town, north to
south, east to west are determined to contribute to this project
united together by the hope and confidence that Abay inspires.
We are ready to work to ensure collective benefits, stronger
regional integration, and a mutually beneficial outcome for all
our neighbors and children of Abay.

Dear Compatriots,

We shall work to ensure that our economy is diversified with
multiple actors, multiple sectors, and will be beneficial to the
multitude. We shall work relentlessly to build a private sector-
led economy that is governed by market principles and is
supported by the government; an economy that is competitive
and linked to international trade and investment, capable of
ensuring fast and equitable growth, creates ample and reliable
job opportunities for our citizens with a view to bringing to
reality our aspiration for a prosperous Ethiopia.

Although efforts to address macroeconomic imbalances have
yielded some results, we recognize that inflation and the ever-
increasing cost of living have made life difficult. The Government
understands very well that the brunt of these problems is borne
by the poor. One of the priority tasks of the government in the
coming years will be reigning in inflation.

My fellow Ethiopians,
Excellencies,

Our well-intentioned aspirations and goals will only have
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meaning when we develop a capacity to implement them. We
need to establish a government that is thoughtful, plans and
executes - not merely one that dreams. We have had plans
that never left shelves, projects commenced but could not be
brought to completion - these have held us back from making
progress and caused some digressions.

As of today, we need to extricate ourselves of such customs and
commit to adopting a culture of finalizing what we initiated to
address the grievances and sufferings of our citizens. We will
espouse corrective measures to address such limitations and
create a technology-enabled, transparent, and efficient public
administration system. More importantly, in the coming years,
we will engage in initiatives that would identify corruption not
just as a minor infraction - but as a problem that poses serious
national security and existential threat.

My esteemed countryfolk,
Excellencies,

While our reforms journey has registered significant
achievements, we have also encountered numerous challenges.
We still live in a country in which not so few individuals and
groups believe that they will be exposed if justice prevails, will
be suffocated if democracy entrenches, and identify equality
as subjugation. We need to realize that our national drive to
prosperity will continuously face serious predicaments. We
need to build on our past successes, remedy our shortfalls and
rise up with new ideas, novel perspectives, and an orientation
that can redeem the years ahead.
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We recognize that our enterprise to institutionalize the reforms
within the wider public will occasionally entail blunders on our
part. But we anticipate that those who would come after us
would perfect our shortfalls and reinforce our achievements.
The coming five years will mark a period when all the great
achievements of the reform journey will be reinforced and
transition to fruition.

In the coming years, we will mobilize all our resources and
emerge againstinternaland external predicaments by extricating
ourselves of hatred that has hitherto posed a danger to our unity
and by disentangling ourselves of the yoke of poverty which
heightened our vulnerability to the arbitrary and hegemonic
desires of those who commanded wealth and power. We
should toil to rout out hatred through broader understanding;
subjugation through democracy; poverty through inclusive and
comprehensive prosperity; and our vulnerability by building a
strong national security apparatus.

My fellow Ethiopians,
Invited guests,
Excellencies,

Finally, | wish to express my strong conviction that the coming
years will be a period when we demonstrate to the whole world
that the name ‘Ethiopia’ is truly associated with ‘perseverance’.
It will be a period when we show that challenges will never
drag us back but increase our resolve to leap-frog towards our
destiny.

The coming years will witness Ethiopia take out the thorns on
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its side, heals its wounds, establishes its multi-national unity
on rock solid foundations, and an era when its name shall be
celebrated throughout the world. The coming years will notice -
the spine of poverty, the flanges of hatred, the pillars of disunion,
the receptacles of displacement, the hands of carnage, and the
powers of conceited incrimination - shredded to fragments
through the united action of my countrymen.

As the saying in Afan Oromo goes “Akka duriifi harka xuriitti hin
hafan”, “a muddy hand and yesterday’s feeble identity will grow
pure in time”, Ethiopia - who triumphantly glitters like gold
from its past challenges, whose true distinctiveness will not
be affected by layers of dirt accumulated on its surface - had
subsisted in the past and will continue to live. Tomorrow, no
earthly power will stand before it when it shrugs off the dust

and gets rid of the pile of dirt.

And for this, we are entrusted with a sacred duty. This duty
is bestowed by our electorates who stood up in rainy days
and long ques without being deterred by sleepless nights, by
Ethiopians who paid the ultimate sacrifice on the battlefield to
safeguard the sovereignty of our country, by Ethiopian mothers
who perpetually hold prayers for the peace and welfare of
Ethiopia, by fathers and mothers who through their sweats
and labor serve our proud nation, and by children who rested
their hopes on us and sing about Ethiopia. Yes, we indeed
are entrusted with a sacred duty. Hence, on behalf of our
government and our party, | take this opportunity to once again
assure you that in the coming years we would remain sleepless
and focused to maintain and fully realize the entrusted duties
and to offer ourselves without any reservation. Be assured that
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the coming years will be a period when we nurture our hopes,
rid our concerns, fully utilize our opportunities, overcome our
challenges and lead our country on a path of prosperity.

God bless Ethiopia and its people!

October 4, 2021
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A statement with respect to the Joint
Investigation Team Report of the EHRC and
UNOHCHR

e take note of the report of the Joint Investigation
Team (“JIT”) of the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) and the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) released into
alleged human rights violations and abuses committed in the
context of the conflict in Tigray region. | would like to extend my
appreciation to the leadership and staff of these two institutions
for their endeavor to conduct a professional and credible human

rights investigation in very difficult circumstances.

Although we have some serious reservations concerning some
aspects of the report, we recognize and accept the report as
an important document that complements our on-going effort
to provide redress to victims, ensure accountability, and take
preventive measures. The report documents the harrowing
suffering and pain that ordinary Ethiopians have endured since
the onset of the conflict. The accounts of those whose dignity
and humanity have been violated in the context of the conflict

is heartbreaking.

Despite the concerns we communicated to the JIT, we are
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heartened by the fact that the joint investigation dispels some
of the insidious and baseless accusations that have been lev-
eled against the Government of Ethiopia. The JIT findings have
clearly established the claim of genocide as false and utterly
lacking of any factual basis. The report also concluded the of-
ten-repeated allegation that the Government used hunger as a
‘weapon of war’ is without merit. Specifically, the report stated
it did not find evidence to support the claim of “deliberate or
willful denial of humanitarian assistance to the civilian popula-
tion in Tigray or the use of starvation as a weapon of war.” We
have always known these allegations were false but our ene-
mies have worked tirelessly to mislead the international com-
munity.

The fact that these fabricated allegations were treated as fact
and repeated around the world by news outlets is a sad com-
mentary on the level of due diligence accorded to news report-
ing when it comes to African affairs. Sadly, a number of coun-
tries have relied on these false news reports to take foreign
policy measures that greatly undermined our long-standing
relations with them. Today, these sinister allegations are laid to
rest as products of a well-organized and orchestrated disinfor-
mation campaign. We hope the report will cause these nations
to reconsider and review policies enacted based on false infor-
mation.
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In many respects the findings of the JIT are consistent with our
own investigation. As the report makes abundantly clear, the
TPLF triggered the tragic conflict and committed some of the
most egregious violations and abuses, many of which the in-
ternational community has chosen to ignore or minimize. We
are mindful that the temporal and geographic scope of the re-
port is very limited and extends only to events that transpired
in the Tigray region until the end of June 2021. As a result, the
report does not include the horrific brutality that the terror-
ist group has committed against civilians in Afar and Amhara
regional states. It does not address the campaign of massacre
the TPLF’s proxies and allies have committed in places like west-
ern Oromia. However, the finding of the JIT, consistent with our
on-going investigation, establishes the TPLF forces have com-
mitted horrific acts of human right violations ranging from “eth-
nic-cleansing,” torture, mass killing, sexual violence and attacks,

and other atrocities prior to June 2021.

Following the unilateral ceasefire and withdrawal of all govern-
ment forces from Tigray region at the end of June 2021, TPLF
chose to expand the conflict into neighboring Afar and Amha-
ra regions and continued to commit similar acts of atrocities
in these regions. These wanton acts of cruelty by the terrorist
group and its affiliates underscore the need to neutralize its ca-

pability to wreak havoc and brutalize civilians.
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| would also like to acknowledge the fact that the report pro-
vides troubling accounts of violations and abuses that have
been committed by some of our troops and regional security
forces. As has been communicated to the public previously,
our government takes these allegations seriously and we are
committed to bring perpetrators to justice. The report includes
some of the measures that have been taken in this regard by
our law enforcement agencies and the military tribunals. How-
ever, we acknowledge the need to redouble our efforts. Our
investigation is on-going and we will continue to approach the
matter in a comprehensive and concerted manner with a view
to provide redress to victims, ensure accountability and under-

take preventive measures.

To accomplish this goal, | am establishing a high level inter-min-
isterial task force, composed of the Minister of Justice, the Min-
ister of Defense, the Minister of Peace, the Minister of Social
and Women’s Affairs, a state Minister of Finance, and a state
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The task force will have the mandate
to craft, adopt, and oversee the implementation of a compre-
hensive strategy that would enable us to investigate the alle-
gations included in the report, bring all perpetrators of serious
crimes to justice, and provide the redress and the psycho-social
support needed for victims of these violations, in particular, vic-
tims of gender based atrocities. This task force shall also have
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the mandate to establish a specialized joint civil-military inves-
tigative and prosecutorial unit with the requisite operational
autonomy to ensure accountability through a transparent and
robust legal process.

We welcome the assistance and cooperation of our friends and
allies as well as international institutions based on our needs
and requests, as we continue to ensure the prevalence of the
rule of law, the protection of human rights under democratic
principles, and continue our political and economic reform to
build a stable, peaceful, and prosperous nation.

November 3, 2021
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Glory to our heroes who paid
the ultimate sacrifice for Ethiopia!l

guard for the nation and have paid a great many sacrifices

to preserve the nation’s dignity and honor. Whilst the sac-
rifices of yester years may be a distant memory, the atrocities
committed on our heroes on November 3, 2020 will not be for-
gotten. Each one of us owes a debt of gratitude to the heroes
through whose suffering we all stand today. If those precious
Ethiopian children vowing to defend their country and fellow
country folks, had not spilt their blood as eagles fed on their
flesh, then today would not be what it is.

Ethiopia is a country of heroes. Her children have stood

The Northern Command was not constituted by personnel from
one area. It was a force that comprised Amharas, Oromos, Sid-
amas, Wolayitas, Afaris, Gambellas, Gurages, Hadiya and many
other nations and nationalities, organized to protect the coun-
try. For twenty years, members of the Northern Command have
lived in isolation far away from their original homes and protect-
ing borders in honor of the nation. Other than showing com-
passion and goodwill, the Northern Command have never had
any ill intentions against the Tigray region and its people. The
Northern Command protected; assisted farming communities
during harvests and supported social activities in the region.
For the blood and sweat sacrifices paid by the Northern Com-
mand, TPLF rewarded them with a treasonous act of betrayal.

Unlike the terrorist group, even enemies that came to invade
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Ethiopia did not begin by attacking our main base. They did not
launch their invasion by killing senior military personnel and
looting heavy national armaments and weaponry. Although
there is no war that is holy, there are also limits to cruelty. There
is no one that has exercised the level of cruelty on Ethiopia as
that of the terrorist group. The treasonous and fatal attack com-
mitted on our heroes of the Northern Command comprising the
nations and nationalities of Ethiopia, is an atrocious attack di-
rectly committed on Ethiopia.

The terrorist group’s assault on the Northern Command was
not a simple attempt to rob Ethiopia of its defense armaments.
What makes the attack different is that it was cunning and
fraught with malice. Not only did they turn on their own com-
rades and kill them while they were are their most vulnerable,
but they stripped dead bodies of their clothes and threw them
into open fields as fodder for wild beasts.

In doing so, the terrorist group’s aims were twofold. The first
was to shame and punish the Northern Command, making its
members feel weak and helpless. The second was to create mis-
trust and discord within the forces and make them suspicious of
one another. However, the forces did not respond as expected.

Within three weeks, while grieving the loss of their brothers
and sisters, the forces quickly regrouped and managed to send
off the terrorists into the deserts. It managed to apprehend
most of the key TPLF leadership and brought them to justice,
acting from adherence to the principles of rule of law and not
out of revenge. In war, adhering to principles is not easy. Over
the past year, our army has fought many battles with the ter-
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rorist group and has paid a high price. During the war, the ENDF
fought valiantly and sacrificed for their motherland. Our forces
demonstrated allegiance to country and people, not in words
but in deeds. Our forces still continue to fall in vast trenches
and jungles.

Today, instead of taking advantage of the opportunity provided
for reflection to the terrorist group, it rather saw the unilateral
ceasefire as a victory. It continues to inflict unimaginable vio-
lence against our people in the Amhara and Afar regions. To-
gether with its destructive accomplice Shene that is unleashing
grave dangers in some areas of Wellega, Oromia Region, both
are destabilizing Ethiopia and Ethiopians. Other destructive
forces have also mobilized their agents within and outside the
country, and are using all their capabilities on a destructive
campaign against Ethiopia.

Itis also foolish to expect our army to stand alone and announce
victory. Victory over the threat posed by our enemies is unat-
tainable if we do not work together. The alliance of our enemies
is not a product of mere propaganda. It is true. The purpose
of these forces is clear. They are set to destroy a country - not
to build it. We need to know that the current heavy-handed
efforts to tarnish the reputation of our country is a ploy to fa-
cilitate the path for Ethiopia’s fate to be that of Libya and Syria.

There is no reason why we should not be united when our en-
emies are this organized. Anyone who is upset by the violence
inflicted upon his brothers and sisters must not simply point the
finger but rather express the desire to save the country through
actionable deeds.
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History will pass its judgement in the future. The coward will be
recorded in the annals of history as a coward, and the malicious
will be recorded as such. It is clear that the terrorists will be re-
membered by generations to come for their treason.

On the contrary, the names of our fallen heroes, including the
members of the Northern Command, will be forever be in-
scribed in gold.

Glory to our heroes who paid the ultimate sacrifice

for Ethiopia!

May God Bless Ethiopia
November 3, 2021
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Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s
remarks at Stockholm+50

Distinguished delegates

would like to express my appreciation to the Government of
Sweden and the Government of the Republic of Kenya for
co-hosting Stockholm+50.

The Stockholm Conference was the first conference to make
the link between development and the environment. It was
also one to place the issue of poverty at the front and center.
And today, this commemoration represents an open discussion
about maintaining a positive relationship with nature.

This discussion comes at a critical juncture. It comes at a time
when we are all dealing with different environmental concerns
as well as rising inequalities. Hence the necessity of working
together to achieve a healthy planet for all of us.

A key lesson the breakout of the COVID-19 pandemic has taught
us is that as a global community we cannot escape the deadly
repercussions of a pandemic.

As a result, we must foster trustworthy ties between state and
non-state actors in order to increase collaboration and solidar-
ity. We can do this by rethinking our futures together through
inclusivity, knowledge exchange, and learning. This is critical if
we want a healthy planet for everyone’s sake.
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As we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Stockholm
Conference, we must consider what we have done to imple-
ment the principles of the Stockholm Declaration, both individ-
ually and collectively.

More significantly, we must prepare ourselves for the rising
environmental challenges that we now encounter on a regular
basis.

To that end, it is vital to ensure that adequate means of im-
plementation are provided to strengthen national institutional
capacities. It is also important to build the necessary capabili-
ties to comply with and implement international environmental
agreements.

| believe my country has been doing its fair share towards ensur-
ing a healthy planet on all fronts. Our Green Legacy Initiative for
example, is an ambitious national flagship initiative launched
in 2019 aiming to plant more than 20 billion tree seedlings by
2022.

By 2021 we proudly managed to plant 18 billion seedlings al-
ready. This year we will well exceed our four-year milestone.
This initiative has already paved the way for collaboration and
solidarity in the sub-region, as we have been sharing our Green
Legacy Initiative to neighboring countries in the spirit of unity.

Now in the final year of our four-year target, we will surpass
the set goal, as the national lays a foundation for generational
well-being. We invite all willing partners to join us in sustaining
this Green Legacy journey for generations to come! | thank you!
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The GERD as a site of

cooperation
Ethiopia has an ambition to build a modern economy

based on agriculture, manufacturing and industry. It is

committed to developing social infrastructure with quality
education, health systems and the provision of clean water for
its people. Ethiopia also aims to nurture a clean environment
able to sequester carbon and emit net zero carbon; to maintain
biological diversity and to build a resilient ecosystem that is not
exposed to climate vulnerabilities.

The key to realizing such ambitions however, is rooted in
energy. For Ethiopia, the most comparative advantage in its
energy generation needs is hydropower, as it is blessed both by
topography and water resources.

Electricity is a basic infrastructure lacking in Ethiopia and over
53% of my fellow citizens or about 60 Million people do not
have access. Without electricity no country has ever managed
to defeat poverty, brought about inclusive growth, secured a
dignified life for its citizens, and managed to attain sustainable
economic, social and environmental development. Hence why
Ethiopia believes that Nile waters can be developed reasonably
and equitably for the benefit of all people of riparian countries,
without causing significant harm.

The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) is a good example
that is demonstrative of the principle of cooperation.
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The dam has been constructed through the earnest contribution
of all citizens of Ethiopia and holds multiple benefits for the two
downstream countries of Sudan and Egypt, as well as the East
African region at large.

Alarge volume of the Nile water body, amounting to about 85%,
originates from the highlands of Ethiopia. As a transboundary
resource, this water traverses through Ethiopia, Sudan and
Egypt. The Ethiopia side comes from the tributaries of Abbay,
Baro and Tekeze rivers while the other 15% of the Nile comes
from other upstream Nile riparian countries. The Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, (GERD), is under construction near
the border with the Sudan, where all tributaries of the Abbay
join the main stem of the river.

This consequently makes the location ideal to maximize
electricity generation. The major function of the GERD is to
manage the highly variable flow of the Abbay and produce
15,700-Gigawatt- hour per year electricity since for Ethiopia
electricity remains a resource that is enormously lacking.

Large quantity of the flow (about 90%) occurs within four
months of the rainy season and during the rest of the year the
mighty Abbay trickles like a small river. The dam is needed to
regulate this variable flow by reducing flooding and augmenting
dry flow.

Ethiopia’s intention in constructing the GERD is to enable the
regulation function so that electricity generation from the
infrastructure is uniform throughout the year. This means, as a
hydropower dam, the GERD does not consume water.
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Rather the water continues to flow downstream uninterrupted.
The benefits for downstream countries are often untold. In
Sudan, for example, the GERD provides ample protection
against devastating floods and the effects of water shortage
during drought and dry periods. It will help Sudanese water
infrastructure to be operated optimally as they receive regulated
flow.

This means that more electricity could be generated from
existing infrastructure and adequate and regular water could
flow in the river downstream throughout the year to enable
reliable water supply for people, agriculture, and the ecology.
The GERD also brings more energy to the already interconnected
systems of Sudan and Ethiopia as well as to others.

Egypt also benefits from water conservation at the GERD instead
of wastage of billions of cubic meters of water to evaporation
and in downstream flood plains. The GERD also helps to prevent
future spillage that overtops the Aswan Dam.

Globally and in the Nile region, the GERD as a clean renewable
energy source would help to reduce emission that could avoid
up to 10.6 million tons of greenhouse gases if it were produced
from fuel, coal or gas plants. Hence, development of the GERD
plays an important role in meeting and increasing renewable
energy generation share towards Sustainable Development
(SDG) Goal 7 and better water management of Goal 6 of the
SDGs, as well as meeting many targets of Africa’s Agenda 2063.

Forthe Nileregion and forallits citizens, the GERD has a potential
to stabilize energy mix. Hydropower, due to its nature of flexible
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operation and suitability, can be put in operation in a matter of
minutes and can enhance harnessing of other energy sources of
solar and wind energy that are variable depending on weather
and climate. Undoubtedly, it will also enable affordable energy
provision to the region.

While perceived negative factors have been made more visible in
the GERD discourse, the positive attributes rather outweigh the
opposing rhetoric and downplay the potential for cooperation
to mitigate negative factors, if such factors exist.

It is time for our three countries of Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan
to nurture the narrative towards building peace, cooperation,
mutual co-existence and development of all our people without
harming one another. Nile in general and the GERD project in
particular are opportune for such a higher purpose.

God bless Ethiopia and its people!
January 20, 2022
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The Opening of the 35th Ordinary
Session of the AU Assembly

Democratic Republic of Congo and outgoing Chairperson

Your Excellency Félix Tshisekedi, President of the
of the African Union,

Your Excellency Macky Sall, President or the Republic or Senegal
and incoming Chairperson of the African Union,

Your Excellency Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the
African Union Commission,

Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Distinguished Ministers,

Commissioners, Excellencies Ambassadors, Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, let me welcome you all to the Land of Origins on
behalf of the people and government of Ethiopia.

Let me also take this opportunity to celebrate our reunion in
Addis Ababa after a two-year disruption caused by the COVID19
pandemic. In this regard, | wish to express my appreciation
to the entire leadership of our Union, and particularly to His
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Excellency President Cyril Ramaphosa, for providing exemplary
leadership in our collective response to the challenges of the
pandemic.

Over the past two years, we have struggled not only against
the human cost of the pandemic but also an inequitable system
of vaccine distribution, arbitrary travel bans, border closures,
lockdowns and misinformation about the value of vaccines.

Most importantly, as Africans, we have also learnt that
cooperation and collaboration is vital not only for our health
but also for our collective survival.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our Union has committed to undertake ambitious plans
designed to transform our continent and create the Africa We

Want.

We want a prosperous Africa based on sustainable and equitable
development.

We want a politically united continent that aspires to fulfill the
ideals of Pan Africanism and the vision of an African Renaissance.

Fulfilling our aim of birthing the Africa We Want through robust
implementation of Agenda 2063 and its flagship projects will

require us to make extraordinary efforts collectively.

Our theme for 2022 is nutrition and food security.
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Over the past year, acute food insecurity in Africa has increased
by over 60 percent as the effects of COVID19 continue to
aggravate our fragile economies.

Floods, droughts, desert locust and other climate-related
natural disasters have increased food insecurity for millions of
our citizens.

With 60% of the world’s arable land in Africa, it is of utmost
importance that we need to use our natural assets to maximize
agricultural output and feed our people without reliance on
external assistance.

In the past two years, Ethiopia has made substantial investment
in intensifying summer wheat production through irrigation.
Our farmers have been able to control and manage production
factors to maximize yields using irrigation. Nationally, we have
attained production of 20 million quintals of irrigated wheat
farmed on over 500,000 hectares. This has generated nearly
60billion birr in income to our farmers.

These efforts are generating great results and will, in the
imaginable future, begin to contribute to our food security
and self-sufficiency, despite the climate variability our region is
confronted with.

One of the toughest challenges we face in Ethiopia is dealing
with the effects of deforestation. While a century ago, Ethiopia’s
forest coverage was 35 percent, over the past two decades, our
forest coverage stands at just 4 per cent.
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We believe afforestation is one of the most effective ways of
climate change mitigation. Beginning in 2019, we launched a
major reforestation initiative under the slogan “Green Legacy”.

Our aim was to plant 20 billion trees across the country over
the course of a four-year period. In a mere three years, we
managed to plant 18billion seedlings. And this year, with the
Green Legacy initiative in its final year, we will not only meet
our national target, but plan to surpass the target by reaching
25 billion. Additionally, through this initiative, we have sent
seedlings to neighboring countries to inspire regional efforts.

If we can collaborate to spread the message of “Green Legacy”
in the continent and implement measures that maximize our
food security and self-sufficiency, we will be able to guarantee
our citizens the basic necessities of life without reliance on
charity.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Africa’s voice on the world stage needs to be heard loud and
clear. Africa mustalso be represented onimportantinternational
bodies.

Today, more than seven decades after the creation of the United
Nations, Africa remains a junior partner without meaningful
input or role in the system of international governance. This
is particularly true of the United Nations where Africa lacks
representation on the Security Council and is underrepresented
in a variety of ways.
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It is the right time to reform and revitalize the United Nations
system to reflect current global realities and ensure that
it is a more representative and equitable body. Only fair
representation and transparency in those institutions can usher
ina just era in multilateralism.

Consistent with our Ezulwini Consensus of 2005, we should
collectively insist that Africa’s reasonable request for no less
than two permanent seats and five non-permanent seats in the
UN Security Council be adopted.

Equally important is Africa’s media representation on the
international stage. Africa is often portrayed in the international
media negatively. The endless representation as a continent
troubled by civil wars, hunger, corruption, greed, disease and
poverty is demeaning and dehumanizing and likely driven by a
calculated strategy and agenda.

The stereotypical and negative media representations of Africa
not only disinforms the rest of the world about our continent,
but it also shapes the way we see ourselves as Africans.

Telling our own stories and shaping our own narratives must be
our top priority. In this regard, | would like to propose to this
august body the establishment of an African Union Continental
Media House.

This media house could be organized to provide authoritative
news and information on our continent, fight disinformation,
promote our collective agenda and offer opportunities for Pan
African voices to be heard.
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Peace and security are critical issues affecting our continent.

Despite the African Union’s intensive engagement in-addressing
peace and security challenges of the continent, guided by
the maxim “African Solutions to African Problems”, new and
complex problems that undermine our unity and sovereignty
continue to emerge.

In this respect, the past year was particularly challenging to our
continent in general, and my own country Ethiopia in particular.

Ethiopia’s challenge was internal in nature and a matter of
maintaining law and order.

But resolution of our internal matters was made exceedingly
difficult by the role played by external actors.

| wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support,
solidarity and understanding as we underwent these trying
times.

As you are aware, despite the intransigence of the ether side in
this conflict, my Government has taken a variety of measures io

minimize the loss of life and destruction of property.

We have implemented unilateral withdrawal from conflict areas
and used force that is necessary to ensure law and order.
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As a gesture of good will, we have released high profile suspects
with a view to creating a conducive environment for peace.

We shall leave no stone unturned in our search for peace in our
country.

Consistent with our commitment to peaceful resolution of
conflict, we have recently launched an inclusive national
dialogue platform with formal legislation.

Our commitment to pursuing a lasting and durable peace in our
country shall remain steadfast.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The greatest lesson that Ethiopia bas learned over the past year
is that without the solidarity of our African brothers and sisters,
our existence as a nation would have been at great risk.

This affirms the wisdom of our forefathers and foremothers in
their dream of Pan Africanism.

The old saying is true. United we stand, divided we fall. Today,
we stand proud and tall as Africans in the shadow of those who
struggled to liberate and unite Africa. Our steadfast unity is the
anchor and foundation of our Agenda 2063.

A continent of 1.3 billion people, a substantial percentage of

them young and dynamic, will drive Africa’s prosperity and pull
it out of poverty as we set forth in our Agenda 2063.
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Also, our continental free trade agreement holds the greatest
promise for effectively realizing continental integration and
development. The potential for increased intra-Africa trade,
free movement of people and investments and self-reliance is a
beacon for Africa’s renaissance.

Instead of depending solely on trade out of Africa, our collective
effort to boost intra-Africa trade will protect us from the
fluctuations of global economic and political changes.

Similarly, the potential for continent wide tourism remains
untapped. It is part of Aspiration 5 of Agenda 2063 which seeks
to create an Africa with a strong cultural identity, common
heritage, values and ethics. The more we know each other, the
more we are able to cooperate and resist the forces that seek to
divide and undermine us.

You may recall a mere two months ago efforts were underway by
some in the international community to create an atmosphere
of fear to drive expatriates out of Ethiopia and discourage travel
to Ethiopia. Those efforts were not successful. And will not be
successful!

Indeed, many fellow Africans joined the Great Ethiopian
Diaspora Homecoming challenge and proved to the world
Ethiopia is a safe and culturally rich tourist destination.

As a key pillar of our national reform agenda, tourism potential
within Ethiopia has been augmented greatly in the past two
years with many natural endowments developed to complement
the historical and cultural heritage that already exists. Ethiopia
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remains open and welcomes all of our fellow African brothers
and sisters!

Finally, let me once again convey the warm welcome of the
Ethiopian people, and reiterate Ethiopia’s commitment to do
everything in our power to continue to create an enabling
environment for the African Union in our collective efforts to
deliver the Africa We Want through robust implementation of
Agenda 2063.

God Bless Ethiopia God Bless Africa

| Thank You!
February 5, 2022
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A Call for Restraint

of interdependence within our global community. Issues

we consider remote to our respective locations have in
reality exposed our vulnerabilities in that no nation is an island.
When the COVID19 virus emerged, the effects of individual
national responses were felt throughout the world.

The past two years have made it abundantly clear the level

Two difficult years later, as our global community emerges from
the economic and health shocks of the pandemic, returning the
lives of our people to a level of normalcy is a priority. Particularly
vulnerable sections of society. Whether it is a health pandemic
or an armed confrontation, it is these vulnerable sections of our
society that suffer the most.

Ethiopia has abundant lessons to share from its recent
engagement in war. Our experience has shown the devastating
consequence that war inflicts upon families, communities,
livelihoods and the economy at large. While the material
consequence of war can be thought to be easily replenished, it
is the lasting impact on the fabric of society that scars nations.

It is with this recent recollection of war still fresh for many
Ethiopians that my government calls upon all parties involved
to exercise maximum caution in engagement and refrain from
further exacerbating a sensitive situation.
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As Ethiopia closely follows the developments in Europe with
great caution, we urge all parties to exercise restraint in the
Ukraine crisis. We express our concern at the escalating
rhetoric that risks further intensifying the issue and call upon
all concerned to explore the multiple pathways to reach an
understanding.

Our tragic historical past as a global community coupled with
the vast leaps and advancements we have made in the 21st
century beckon a more nuanced approach in our international
relations and diplomacy.

A zero-sum situation need not be our reality, especially when we
can rely on the lessons of the past to draw us to greater heights
of coexistence. The multilateral institutions and international
norms we have built collectively need not be a site of isolation
when we designed them to be a mechanism for problem solving,
heightened diplomacy and collective development.

Let not the failure of diplomacy be the reason millions of lives
are uprooted and global shock waves felt throughout when the
tools of creating international harmony are within our means.

Ethiopia expresses sincerest wishes for peace to prevail as all
concerned parties explore peaceful alternatives to the current

status quo.

May God bless you all!
March 3, 2022
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Ethiopia’s Green Legacy Initiative
- Planting Our Print for Future
Generations

within a 12-hour span and exceeded the challenge by

planting 354 million seedlings as well as the June 21, 2021
that Ethiopians went out and plant in a single day and cast their
votes in for Ethiopia’s first democratic election are the two
particularly significant milestones during this three-year period
that are worthy of note.

The July 29, 2019 challenge of planting 200 million seedlings

The premier further stated that these two milestone moments,
together with efforts citizens have been making by responding
to each year’s Green Legacy challenge, have set into pace the
development of a green culture in Ethiopia.

A target of planting 20 billion seedlings within a period of four
years was set, the premier stated, and added “by the third year,
we had succeeded in planting close to 18 billion seedlings by
mobilizing more than 20 million citizens throughout the nation.”

According to him, “inevitably, when we set out on the Green
Legacy initiative, clear outcomes we expected included
combating the effects of climate change; restoring degraded
landscapes and forests; promoting a green culture and
ecotourism; as well as improving the livelihoods of citizens.”

In 2019, we embarked on an ambitious goal we were confident
would mobilize millions around the country and it would be so
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transformational that the impact would be felt for generations
to come, he elaborated.

We also set to build an exclusive process that will enable a large
section of society to be custodians of such a Grand National
initiative first by participating in the execution and then by
being custodians for the future, Abiy pointed out.

The prevailing environmental context around the country
when we launched this initiative was a staggering rate of land
degradation due to deforestation, among other causes.

As it pertains to tackling deforestation, Green Legacy as a
movement has been instrumental in creating public awareness,
thereby leading to significant decline in the rate of deforestation
over the past couple of years, it was indicated.

Ethiopia is gravely affected by the consequences of climate
change and is considered a climate vulnerable country, he
mentioned, adding “our immediate and practical approach to
addressing climate change, is the Green Legacy initiative.”

“While literally sowing the seeds today, we have no doubt
these seeds will bear fruit across generations and contribute to
reducing carbon emissions, decreasing water and air pollution,
increasing rains in dry areas and preventing flooding and
landslides,” Abiy stressed.

Ethiopia as a nation has achieved numerous gains through the
Green Legacy initiative and millions participate in planting every
year, the proliferation of nursery sites throughout the country
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has enabled job creation for various sections of society.

Over 183 thousand permanent and temporary jobs have been
created as a direct outcome of our greening endeavors. In
addition, an annually improving survival rate of around 80% is
contributing to the creation of new forests, it was learned.

Some 7.2 billion seedings of which 52% account for agroforestry
trees, 47% forestry trees and the remaining ornamental trees
have been prepared for the fourth year Green Legacy program
of 2022.

Abiy underscored “achieving this year’s planned target will
catapult us way above the four-year goal of planting 20 billion
seedlings.”

PM Abiy extended his invitation to all Ethiopians to once again
demonstrate perseverance for a generational cause; and to
African brothers and sisters, to join us in making Green Legacy
a continent-wide phenomenon, covering our beloved Africa
in green; and to international partners, to contribute to the
continued success and reach of the Green Legacy initiative.

May God Bless Ethiopia and her children!
June 19, 2022
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Hands that are Greening
a Nation

I f global events in the past weeks have not convinced us that

climate change is happening, then nothing else can. Across

the globe, countries have been confronted with extreme
weather conditions, flooding, wildfires, powerful storms,
unprecedented heat waves, increased desertification and
many other phenomena. We are observing the frequency and
intensity of such climatic events impacting people’s livelihoods
and wellbeing all around the world. In our own backyard, the
East African and Horn Region is experiencing climate change
induced drought. At home, climate shocks have contributed to
drying up water sources and caused severe droughts in some
parts of the country.

While the climate change discourse has evolved over many
years, today as a global community we have reached a critical
point where we are living the reality. Beyond conferences and
summits, addressing the climate change challenge requires
tangible action. It takes commitment and proactive engagement
at all levels of society. Perhaps, this is one defining moment
where Ethiopia has been successful in mobilizing at every level.

When in 2019 we announced the Green Legacy Initiative,
we launched with the intention of positively impacting basin
development, increasing forest cover, expanding agroforestry,
enabling eco-tourism and enhancing urban greening. Every
corner of our great nation took up the national call to plant
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20 billion seedlings in a four-year period. More than 25 million
Ethiopians across the country rolled up their sleeves and have
shown up to prepare seedlings, dig pits, plant and then nurture
them to survival and growth.

Each year we surpassed the annual target and together with the
final year of the four-year challenge, Ethiopia has planted 25
billion seedlings of agroforestry, forestry, ornamental varieties,
surpassing the set ceiling. A nationwide green culture has since
2019 taken root, evolved and grown over a span of four years,
resulting in a significant decline in the rate of deforestation and
the formation of new forests. These new forests will be essential
in carbon sequestration as Ethiopia forges ahead in efforts to
tackle climate change.

Scientific evidence emerging since the mid-19th century
has demonstrated the ways in which gases, including carbon
dioxide, trap heat. Human activities have accelerated the
release of carbon dioxide into earth’s atmosphere, further
intensifying the heat trap that has been causing variability in
weather patterns. We now know that rapid climate change
is manifesting in the rise of global temperatures, frequent
extreme natural events, increasing sea levels and many other
occurrences. Unfortunately, the African continent has little to
do in terms of being a net producer of greenhouse gases, yet
experiences its harsh realities. In tandem with other climate
change adaptation and mitigation strategies, other African
countries can take Ethiopia’s Green Legacy Initiative as a best
practice.

There are many ingredients to our success as there are lessons
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derived from the Green Legacy Initiative within the four-year
period since we began. For example, when the massive tree
planting program was launched in 2019, there were less than
40,000 nurseries nationwide, with very low production capacity.
In the current year - 2022, the number of nurseries in Ethiopia
surpasses 121,000, with a cumulative capacity of producing 7.6
billion seedlings of various species.

These tree species also include fruit varieties, mainly avocado,
mango and papaya, aimed at making the Green Legacy Initiative
improve access to food and nutrition and enhance export
ambitions.

A second example is the progressive change introduced
by the initiative in improvement of site selection and site
preparation, including early pitting, which has facilitated early
planting. This year for instance, around 1.8 million ha of land
has been identified for planting, of which more than 200,000
is georeferenced. A key catalyst for our success, however, is
political will and demonstrable commitment at all levels of
leadership.

While much still remains, there is no shred of doubt that
the Green Legacy Initiative has delivered results, the most
important of which is a ‘green culture’. We have no doubt that
this new culture will be a legacy preserved for Ethiopia’s future
generations. Many cities throughout the country are now being
conscious of the need to nurture green spaces and enhance
forest cover in conducive areas. We could not have been able to
ignite this consciousness amidst fast paced urbanization without
the commitment of millions of citizens for whom service to the
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nation has been of paramount importance. Beyond the new
culture taking shape, the Green Legacy Initiative has thus far
directly created more than 767,000 jobs, mostly for women and
youth, as part of a green economy taking shape.

Ethiopia is still a developing nation with an eager youth
population, great ambitions and untapped potential. In a fast-
changing global environment, we recognize that our growth
needs to be environmentally sustainable, climate resilient and
anchored in principles of green growth. While our tree planting
endeavors as one means of sequestering carbon continues,
we are also cognizant that much effort will need to be put into
halting cutting down of old forests for use as firewood in rural
communities. Inevitably, Ethiopia’s investments in renewable
energy from hydroelectric, wind, solar and geothermal sources
will soon rectify this. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that future
generations will reap the seeds we are sowing today through
the Green Legacy Initiative.

It is my call and that of Ethiopia’s that other African countries
and the global community in general, initiate such practical
actions as a means of collectively tackling the adverse effects
of climate change. | implore my African counterparts to invest
more in planting as one solution, than is invested in conferences
to discuss the problem.

May God Bless Ethiopia and her Children!
August 15, 2022
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Ayirrado sidaamu daga, hattono Ayirrado
gobbanke Tophiyu daganna dagoomu

uuchuniku albaan kalaagaanchinke Maganu hawalle

D baalanika agare allaale Sidaamu Fiche-cambalaallate
ayyaanira keeruniiillishinonike!!

Sidaamu daga Tophoyaho heedhanno daganna dagoomi giddo

mitte ikkase calla ikkikkini, tene duuchcha daga ledo summu

yite mitteeni hee’rateni umise dhagena hattono adi adi bude

beeqatenni hagiirunni lowo yannara ledo hee’rase afantinote.

Sidaamu umisiha haaro diro afirino, hakkuno gobbate geerri
(ayyaanto) mitteenni gamba vyite aganunna beeddahete
kalagamu ikkitto seekkite xiinixallatenina huwatatenni dhagge
ikkino garinni haaru diri e’-ano barra la”anna bade afate
dandiitanno. Kunino Sidaamu dagara bi’re birigiiginni kayise
agarame techo geeshaiilinno.

Fichchee-cambalaalate ayyani bi‘'ree yannanni kaayise xaa
ilama geesha annu awuruninna awutuuttuni amadame daasi
calla ikkikkinni xaa yannara gobbatenni sa’e Alamete deerrini
baxxino dagate budi jiro woyi dona ikke afamara dandiino.

Kuni ilamatenni ilama sa””’anni dayino budi tirosina tittirosi.
KEERAANCHIMMATE, MITTIMATENA  BAXILLEHO, kunni
bilchaatu budisinni kainohunni sidaamu daga sa’uta lowo yanna
olliisira heedhannodaganna dagoomi ledo rodiimmattenni
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mimmitto ayrissanni mitteenni heedhino.

Sidaamu  Fichchee- cambalaalla ayirrisannohu  umisi
minenna,olichchu ledooti ,wole widooni geexaala fule
gudumaaleho geexa’lano. Minu gobbaanni noohu Ayidde
cambalaalla yanno woyite minidihu iille iille yaanni Hawalle
Sidaamu haaru dirira keeruni iilishihe yaanni mimmitoho keeru
sokka sayissanno.

Konni gedeensaanni Fichee fichiinanni,inttanni, anganni,
buurisame, cuukkame,shaafeetu shigeenna, ge’inttu,maalu,
duuchare  mararrinkkina  maaxi’nikkini  inite  anggani;
hagiidhinanni barrati Ficheete Ayyani. Hattono giwammohu
araarramanno barrati. Gibbona giwanisho nookki barrati.

Kunni ayirradu budinna balichoomi xawishi giddonni mittu
keeranchimmate, sidaamu daga noosetta dancha coommado
sagale marartukkinni olliichisira itisanno,baxillena keere
lallabbanno yaa;ledosinna qooxeessisira heedhanno daganna
dagoomira woyi ilamara danchummannaa keeranchimma
buuxisisate looso loosate Ficheete budi woy amagnoti
giddeessannota huwata hasiissano.

Wole widoonni kunni budi mudukki tittiro mittimattena baxilleho
yiniro; Sidaamu ollichisiranna, ledosi hee’rannohura dagatenna
dagooma baallaho bayirana jawaata baxille leellishatenni
mitteenni hee’rate budenna kaayyo jawachishe loosa Lowontta
hasiissano hajooti.

Kunnidaafiraxaayanaranooilama,Fichchee-cambalaallatetirono
ikko gumise keeraanchima, baxillenna mittimma ikkitinota roso
adhite woyi huwantte Sidaamu qogowi wole daganna dagoomi
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ledo calla ikikkini gobbate deerinni heedhanota haaro jireegnu
ha’rinishora dancha guma laashateni,mimmitto anga amande
yannasi garuni,wolgasi gatuna kattamu lopho aana,latishshu
ledooshira,egenosinna woxesi invesitimentetena loosu kaayyo
kalagatte aana,e’'oc woyyabbeenna daganike hasidhanore
hidhate woliga lexxiteena jiregnu doogo suwisatenni dhage
loonse daganno ilamara guma ikkino coye sayissate loonssani
yanaati.

Kunni  daafira budenna balichooma seekine anffo
huwanto, anfoommohanna huwantoomoha loosu aana

hosiinisso,hosiinseno kaajjilluni daggaa ilamara sayinisso!

April 28, 2022
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