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60" Anniversary
of ECA Speech
May 14, 2018

s we all know, every anniversary involves a

critical and reflective engagement with the

past, the present and the future. It is with this
sense of purpose that we should reflect a mile stone
achieved and ensure we apply lessons learned and
design a better Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
together.

It was 60 years ago that His Imperial Majesty
Hailesellasie made a strong appeal at the first session of
the ECA on December 1958. He recounted the plight of
the African continent plunged in paradox; endowed with
valuable natural resources yet mired in the senseless
poverty, dependent on others to finance its own
development and propel transformation.
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In his speech, Emperor Hailesellasie urged the support
of members states to raise the living standards of people
through the promotion and diversification of exports,
improved agricultural techniques, establishment of
regional common market and the creation of a research
hub to inform policy.

Every time | recall these prophetic statements from the
Emperor, | ask where we are today on each of the points
he raised a long time ago. The answer is simple and
straight forward. Each of these issues are as relevant
today as they were back then. In some cases, they are
even more so today than six decades ago. Food security
is far from assured and our regional and continental
economic integration programs are far behind where
they need to be. | can go on and on, however | am with
you today, to not merely recount the past, but to
celebrate our collective achievements of which there are
many.

Importantly, | am also here to challenge us to learn from
history and look into the future by exercising wisdom
that comes with maturity.
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The Economic Commission for Africa has indeed been at
the forefront of cutting-edge policy research, thought
leadership and advice since day one. In fact, it has been
our very own in-house think tank that helped us
champion our continental aspiration with the zeal of a
missionary. However, in the spirit of African unity, the
ECA did not walk alone. Founded only five years after the
ECA, the Organization of the African Union, OAU, has
been championing the African cause since the signing of
the charter of the organization in 1963. The OAU had
met many objectives but at its heart was the liberation
of the continent from colonial rule, racism,
discrimination and exploitation.

Ethiopia may have celebrated the 122nd anniversary of
the victory of the battle of Adwa this year. However,
freedom was a long time coming in our continent. It was
delayed but unstoppable. African independence leaders
helped orchestrate and intensify the struggle to bring
freedom to the entire continent throughout the
decades. The OAU was spectacular in that regard.
Unfortunately, despite expelling our colonial oppressors
out of the continent, we started turning increasingly
against each other.
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We dampened our spirits and conflict became the norm.
We even became highly valued customers for weapon
manufacturing companies around the world until we
learned our lesson at a very high cost.

Slowly, and steadily we started developing homegrown
means to prevent and to resolve our conflicts by
ourselves. The transformation of the Organization of
African Unity into the African Union was a turning point
in this respect. Today, the African Union is able and
ready to intervene in all sorts of government sponsored
abuse of human rights than the OAU could. It also does
not recognize a new leader who comes to power
through non-constitutional means. With such political
accomplishments on its record, the African Union is also
now accelerating its impact in economic integration of
the continent which was already an objective, identified
in the 1963 charter, but deprioritized as internal strife
and civil war took precedence.

A recent example of the success witnessed in this regard
is the historic signing of the Agreement establishing the
African Continental Free Trade Area in Kigali in March of
this year, which was signed by 44 African countries. The
Protocol on Free Movement of Persons was another
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success and signed by more than half the membership.
The opening of our skies with a launch of the single
African Air Transport market is yet another addition.
Equally important the African Union reform process
under the able leadership of his excellency Paul Kagame,
President of the Republic of Rwanda, and current
Chairperson of the AU assembly of Head of States,
facilitates economic integration. | applaud the African
Union leadership for this hope inspiring initiatives and
accomplishments. Needless to say, the ECA has been
there with us throughout our efforts to identify our
challenges and address them in our own way.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, today our
deliberations at this conference are being held under the
theme “African Continental Free Trade Area in Physical
Space for Job and Economic Diversification.” The theme
is timely and considerable value to each of our countries.
As policy makers, finance ministers and central bank
governors will look to you for leadership. Leadership
that will insure trade is not an end in itself, but the means
to advance the wellbeing of Africans.
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| am sure many of you are aware that here in Ethiopia,
we have been engaged in an ambitious program of
upgrading our infrastructure, building industrial parks
and formulating industrial policy and strategies to
support the development of our industry. Our efforts
have led to meaningful improvement in foreign direct
investment to a significant part because we have
established an increasingly more business friendly
Ethiopia. Our efforts have also yielded tangible results,
as evidenced in the growing share of the industrial
sector’s contribution to our economy.

With the African Continental Free Trade Agreement in
place, and once it enters in to force in particular, | am
confident that the opportunities for us to attract more
investment will only increase. The continental free trade
agreement should be shaped and implemented so as to
enable Africa to create opportunities for its citizenry; to
spur our industrialization agenda, to ensure inclusive
development for all Africans, in particular women and
the youth. Together we will grow. Together we will give
our young people a stake in the future of our continent;
we will harness their energy and creativity for the
collective wellbeing.
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We need to increasingly engage the private sector in
ensuring economic integration and introduce aggressive
policies to broaden women's access to economic
opportunities. Ethiopia is fully aware of the
opportunities that the free trade agreement offers and it
is ready to follow Rwanda and Ghana for their
pioneering role in the ratification of the agreement. |
wish to urge all of you to do so to ensure that it can
come into force sooner.

Ladies and gentlemen, imagine the progress we could
make if we silenced the guns, empowered our
communities and build stronger intuitions. Imagine, if
you don't radiate a negative energy. Imagine if we don't
invest all our resources to kill each other. Imagine if we
love each other as the nations and as Africans and
nurture our values to transform our citizens.

What should Africa become by 2030? What about 2063?
How can the ECA continue to assist the continent to
attain this collective vision? How do we enhance the
competitiveness of African industries on the global
market? How do you foster south-south and north-
south economic cooperation?
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Ministers, governors, experts, ladies and gentlemen, we
must all employ our talent to build a competitive Africa.
The African Continental Free Trade Agreement is in fact
an important step that has heralded the establishment
of the world's largest free trade area. On this anniversary
ECA shall look back with pride and look forward with
hope. ECA shall marshal all its resources to support the
African Continental Free Trade Agreement. ECA has
been with us for 60 years.

| am confident it will be there for the next phase of
African development.

| thank you for your attention and | declare the
conference is officially opened.

Thank you very much.
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FOCAC Address

September 2, 2018

Excellency Mr. Xi Jinping, President of

the People’s Republic of China;

Excellency Mr. Cyril Ramphosa, President of the
Republic of South Africa and Co-Chair of FOCAC;
Excellency Mr. Paul Kagame, President of the
Republic of Rwanda and

Chairperson of the African Union;

Excellencies Heads of States and Government;
Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and gentlemen;

t is a great honor for me to join this extraordinary

gathering of FOCAC 2018 here in Beijing. At the

outset, allow me Excellencies, to express my
profound appreciation for the excellent hospitality
extended to us since our arrival to this beautiful city of
Beijing.
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| would like to thank the Government of the People’s
Republic of China for organizing this 7th Summit which
will further solidify China-Africa partnership.

Excellencies,

Africa is a continent of dynamic development. The
continent that was once coldly dismissed as “hopeless”
is now being widely applauded for its rising socio-
economic progresses. In this regard, East Africa, for
instance, is registering a significant stride on the
economic front with a 5-9% GDP growth in 2017. This
trend is projected to continue, owing to abundant
trainable workforce and the growing middle-income
population in the region making it a hotspot for foreign
direct investment.

Africa’s youthful population is the very foundation of the
new trajectory that will assure a bright future for our
continent. Sixty percent of the African population is
under the age of 25 which promises the continent an
unprecedented demographic dividend.
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Through our continental organization, we are actively
exploring a path of development suited to our
conditions and accelerating Africa’s integration process.
In this developmental journey, China has continued to
play a critical role and remains a key partner for growth
and prosperity across the developing world. We
consider China as a successful economic model and a
key ally in shared and equitable global development and
prosperity. Indeed, China has continued to deliver on its
responsibility as an emerging global power — as a
custodian of the global shared future, shared aspiration
and shared growth.

Over the vyears, we have registered significant
achievements in social, economic and political fields by
forming a lasting Sino-Africa partnership. This year's
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) gives us
the opportunity to reflect on our performance to date
and bring our collective experience to bear on shaping
the future of cooperation between China and Africa.

Under the framework of FOCAC and the One Belt and
One Road Initiative, China has been our steadfast ally in
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the effort to build an economically advanced and
socially inclusive Africa. It plays a pivotal role in
enhancing connectivity, infrastructural development,
industrialization and modernization of agriculture in the
African continent.

As African leaders, we are striving towards meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals as well as our
continent’'s own Agenda 2063. The strong partnership
and cooperation we have forged with China is aligned
with and critical for the achievement of these goals of
growth and sustainable development. Indeed, the
FOCAC and the One Belt and One Road Initiative will
continue to be the cornerstones of our relation with
China and we are fully committed to the worthy goals
set forth in these initiatives.

Your Excellencies,

Ethiopia's relations with China remain a critical aspect of
our foreign policy and we continue to cherish our
partnership based on mutual benefit and win-win
cooperation. Over the last decade, Ethiopia envisioned
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to realize a structural transformation of the economy
and sought to advance industrialization as a crucial pillar
of its development policy. With the aim of making the
country a leading manufacturing hub, Ethiopia has
carried out a series of policy and institutional measures
with a view to facilitating the move towards rapid
industrial growth and development. Ethiopia has
registered significant progress in this regard and is one
of the fastest growing economies in the world. China has
been a very important strategic partner in this story of
Ethiopia's drive toward economic transformation.

Your Excellencies,

This Summit will be pivotal to further strengthen ties
between China and Africa as all countries work towards
setting new goals through mutual consultation and
consensus.

Our continent would like to see increased cooperation
with China to lift our citizens out of poverty, create more
and better jobs, and transform the economy and society
as a whole. | am confident that FOCAC will play a critical
role in this endeavor.
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Let me, at this juncture, express the government of
Ethiopia’s satisfaction with the implementation of the
outcomes of the Johannesburg FOCAC Summit. We
would like to commend the relentless efforts and
commitments demonstrated to implement them. We are
confident that the initiatives we will launch at this
Summit will similarly push our countries to new
development frontiers.

Excellency President Xi Jinping,

Finally, | would like to personally express my
appreciation to you for your dedication to realize Africa’s
transformation and to further strengthen your country’s
relationship with Africa. | would also like to reaffirm my
country's determination to deepen and sustain the
cooperation between China and Ethiopia and with Africa
at large. In this vein, my administration will work
tirelessly to further expand our partnership and broaden
our engagement.

Let me end here by wishing us fruitful deliberations.

Thank you.
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33" IGAD
Opening Summit
September 12, 2018

Excellencies, Heads of States and Government,
Excellency Chairperson of the of

African Union Commission,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

All protocols observed!

t gives me an immense pleasure and honor to

welcome you all to this Extraordinary Summit of the

IGAD. We Ethiopians welcomed our new year
yesterday and | would like to say to you Happy Ethiopian
New Year.

The 33rd Extra-Ordinary Session of the IGAD Assembly
of Heads of State and Government comes at a time when
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we are celebrating region-wide, grandiose achievements
of peace and reconciliation. It comes at a historic time
when each one of us has started believing that our
region can in fact be a paradise of blossoms through the
aggregated efforts of all of us. Our gathering here today
is a bearer of light to the opportunity we have, to lay the
groundwork for a prosperous and harmonious path for
generations to come.

One among the positive developments in our region has
been the reconciliation process in South Sudan. As
leaders of the region, the efforts that all of you have
exerted in the process have been highly remarkable.
Your perseverance and devotion to the cause of the
people of South Sudan as well as your boundless resolve
to seek a lasting solution to the prolonged conflict in
South Sudan deserves sincere gratitude and earnest
appreciation.

Excellencies,
It would be remiss of our efforts in bringing about

lasting peace in South Sudan if | do not mention the
leadership role and wisdom of H. E. President Omar
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Hassan Al-Bashir in assisting the South Sudan parties to
iron out their differences; and decide to sign the Peace
Agreement.

It is a source of satisfaction for us all that we are
witnessing IGAD’s continued track record of bringing
about tangible results, as the South Sudan case
demonstrates. We can confidently claim that IGAD is
living up to its objectives, for its prime reason of
existence has been to coordinate and expedite our
efforts towards regional integration and the realization
of a sustainable development which would benefit the
entire peoples of our region.

Indeed, IGAD's support to the aspirations of the people
of South Sudan for peace and their yearning for inclusive
democracy is unwavering. Words fail me to suitably
express my sense of happiness as we will witness the
signing of the Revised Agreement of the Resolution of
the Conflict in South Sudan. The eyes of the world are
upon us as the South Sudan leaders commit today to a
path for reconciliation and lasting peace in their country
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This indeed is a major milestone and a great stride
toward building lasting peace. As we witness this historic
milestone, we remember and grieve for the victims of
violence, and hope this agreement closes that dark
chapter in South Sudan.

By signing this agreement, South Sudan leaders exercise
leadership and demonstrate courage to bring a peaceful
resolution of the conflict that has been unraveling for so
long. Nonetheless, a mere signing of this agreement will
not solve the problem for the agreement is not self-
executing. Lasting peace requires the commitment of
every one of us to work in earnest for a more peaceful,
democratic and unified South Sudan. The leaders of
South Sudan can count on the full support of IGAD
nations in their effort to fully observe the spirit and
letters of this agreement.

Even while so committed for a sustainable peace, bear in
mind that differences will abound. Maturity and
leadership will be tested on how you handle any such
differences. We should not always fall back into conflict
and war for every disagreement that ensues among the
political leaders.
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However strong your differences, you must not allow a
single drop of blood to be spilled and lives to be lost due
to your inability to compromise. It matters not how
polarizing the point of departure might be. In times like
these, all parties must show commitment to dialogue
and take immediate steps to ensure calm and restore
trust.

Building resilient institutions that can handle any such
differences in the most impartial and independent
manner should be given the ultimate focus by South
Sudan and of IGAD members. Only then that we can
avoid repeating the failures of past agreements.

Coming on the heels of the Ethio-Eritrea peace deal, this
agreement demonstrates Africans ability to overcome
their own conflicts and secure the blessings of peace. A
pattern for an African solution to an African problem is,
therefore, emerging.

Excellencies,
A new era of peace, friendship, mutual trust and hope is
indeed heralding in our region. As you all know, the state

of war between Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to an end.
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And peace is proving its contagious power as its spirit is
fast spreading in the region. The Tripartite Declaration
among Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia is such a testament
as it seeks to foster comprehensive cooperation on a
range of issues. The strong expression of will by leaders
of Djibouti and Eritrea to resolve their differences
peacefully adds another layer of hope for the
consolidation of peace in our region.

We have seen significant development toward peace
between Djibouti and Eritrea and the betterment of the
relations between Eritrea and Sudan. Ethiopia is working
actively to address these conflicts. This stems from our
firm understanding of the fact that the lives of
communities in our region are intertwined by a shared
interest and blood; and are destined for a common fate.

As part of this development, Eritrea has decided to rejoin
the IGAD family of nations.

Allow me, Your Excellencies, to seize this opportunity to
urge all our Member States to welcome back the State
of Eritrea as it rejoins IGAD.
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As members of the IGAD family, we should work in
earnest towards integrating our economies. Through
economic integration, we can help address the most
pressing task we face in the region: creating job
opportunities for the millions of youth. To this end, we
should address the infrastructural barriers and
harmonize our trade rules to promote trade and
investment among our nations. We have so much that
we have to work for. We should always recognize that
we have so much in common than that which divides us.

Excellencies,

Finally, let me use this opportunity to express our
profound gratitude to the outgoing Chairperson of the
Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission, H.E. Festus
Mogae, for his selfless commitment and continued
contribution to the efforts in the peace process of South
Sudan.

Thank You!
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World Economic
Forum Speech
January 23, 2019

Dear Friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

hank you for the warm welcome in this cold

winter. | am honored to be with you for the first

time in Davos. And | am most grateful for the
opportunity to share with you Ethiopia’s renewed vision
and sustained commitment to positive reforms.

Ethiopia is today among the fastest growing economies
in the world, consistently averaging over 9 percent
growth in the last decade. Ethiopia's GDP has multiplied
tenfold in 25 years.
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Poverty has been halved and education enrollment has
markedly increased. Significant investment in
infrastructure has contributed to the growth and
attracted FDI, making Ethiopia one of the leading FDI
destinations in Africa. These are tremendous successes
and reflect the real commitment of our government and
our people to development and progress. Our
challenges, however, remain formidable.

To reinforce our upward trajectory and achieve even
more rapid and sustainable growth, Ethiopia has
embarked on a comprehensive reform process since last
April which cuts across politics, economics, and society.
We aim to establish a virtuous cycle between these
elements, and amongst our partners to enable us to
meet our challenges in a mutually profitable manner.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to explain this virtuous path of reform. Our
reform is deeply rooted in the philosophy of Medemer,
an Ambharic word for “coming together” or “Synergy”.
Medemer is a holistic reform to organic change and is
building on the gains of the past while reminding us of
our rich heritage.
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It also reflects on modern realities strengthening the
synergy in politics, economics, technology, and society.
Ethiopia is indeed undergoing a period of political and
economic renaissance.

The Medemer reform is people-centered and has
three interdependent pillars:

The first pillar is a vibrant democracy;

The second one is economic vitality and;

The third pillar is regional integration and openness
to the world.

Today, we meet at a time of great opportunity for
Ethiopia and for you. In the spirit of partnership, please
allow me to briefly address each of these aspects.

On the political front, we are working tirelessly to fulfill
the constitutional promise of building a democratic and
pluralistic political order based on our first pillar, a
vibrant democracy. Guided by this principle, we have
acted quickly and decisively. In the past 9 months alone,
we have released all political prisoners — in the
thousands.
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We have also invited individuals and groups based
abroad to return home and join us in a spirit of positive-
sum, not zero-sum, politics. We have restored licenses
to independent media, issued an amnesty law, and
repealed restrictive laws of the past. We will also have a
revised civil society law very soon.

We believe it is not possible to sustain growth, attract
investment and allow all Ethiopians to benefit from the
growth dividend without embracing democracy and
persuading the world to invest in our economy. In sum,
we see democracy and development as inter-linked, and
we have acted decisively on this understanding.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

The second pillar of our reform is economic vitality. We
are determined to bring Ethiopia firmly into the center
of the international market. To do so, we will leverage
the collective power of our people, especially women
and youth, and build the private sector to drive more
inclusive and socially sustainable growth.
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We cannot hope to progress as a nation and as an
economy if we disqualify half of our population from full
and equal participation. Women are now occupying key
government positions including the Ministry of Defense,
Ministry of Trade, Ministry of Transport, and the newly
established Ministry of Peace. We have achieved gender
parity in our Cabinet. We now have the first woman as
President of the Federal Supreme Court. And, recently,
our parliament has elected the first woman Head of
State in modern Ethiopia.

This is important progress, but it is not enough. Ethiopia
is a large market of over 100 million people, of which 60
million are under the age of 24.

With half a million school leavers annually, our core
objective is to sustain fast-paced economic growth and
to create both more and better jobs. We must create the
conditions to enable a demographic dividend and to
harness the potential of our young and energetic
population. To do so, we have to invest in the aspirations
of our youth by improving educational standards and
create fresh opportunities through careful planning and
strategic repositioning.
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This requires unleashing the potential of the private
sector. Here are four steps that we are taking to make
this not mere rhetoric, but a firm reality:

First, we will make it easier for small and medium size
enterprises (SMEs) to grow and flourish, since they are
the engine room of our economy. We are reprioritizing
access to credit for SMEs since two-thirds of our SMEs
report not having access to finance.

Second, we will ease and mainstream regulations
needed to start a business and provide a better policy
environment. We will make it easier to do business for
everyone who wishes to invest in our country. Ethiopia is
undergoing significant institutional reforms and is
reviewing its investment code, commercial code, and
other business regulations to enhance the ease of doing
business in Ethiopia and increase our global
competitiveness.

Third, we will make the private sector an integral part of
our economy, as it should be. Ethiopia is committed to
reforming its state-owned enterprises and crowding in
more private capital. We are committed to opening up
the economy to international investors in telecoms,
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logistics, energy, aviation, railways, and industrial parks.
This has the added benefit of creating the space to
reallocate government expenditure to social services.
We are confident that international capital and expertise
will deliver significant value for Ethiopians, and
contribute to our development agenda.

Fourth, we will continue to foster Public-Private
Partnerships as we see this as more than merely a
business proposition, and a deal to be struck. We see it
as the way to build balanced long-term partnerships
aimed at triggering faster economic growth and profit.
At the same time, we will ensure our citizens realize their
full potential and live a prosperous, healthy and safe life.

We, therefore, look to the next generation of PPPs to be
more balanced in delivering growth and yield, and
representing a fresh way to contemplate the relationship
between business and government and offering a
shared formula for social and economic growth and
inclusiveness.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The third and final pillar of our renaissance is regional
integration and openness to the world. Regional
integration and trade will be crucial to the future of our
continent, allowing us to grow beyond primary
commodities and accelerate our development. Addis
Ababa is the seat of the African Union and so must lead
by example. Our determination explains our active
engagement in discussions on the African Continental
Free Trade Area and our sense of urgency to finalize
Ethiopia's accession to the World Trade Organization.

History has demonstrated time and again that neighbors
with intimate, rules-based, and diverse trade and
economic relations are unlikely to resort to conflict. That
is why we believe integration must be viewed not just as
an economic project but also as crucial to securing
peace and reconciliation in the Horn of Africa. The adage
from our ancestors is: “If you want to go fast, go alone;
but if you want to go far, go together.” In this spirit,
Ethiopia has ended two decades of military stalemate
with Eritrea and is enhancing co-operation with
neighboring  countries and re-configuring the
geopolitics in our region.
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Ethiopia believes that an Africa at peace with itself can
counteract the chaotic push of mass migration. As such,
Ethiopia aims to increase the influx of smart capital into
the African continent. There is a strong case to be made
for investing in our continent. Even the most
conservative asset allocation of an investment portfolio
should prudently consider this option. If just 2% of the
$40 trillion in Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) pension assets were invested
into Africa over the coming five years, it would exceed
the total foreign direction investement that we've seen
in the last five years by more than three times. For
investors considering the record of return, this offers
higher-than-average rewards and diversification of risk;
for Ethiopia, it would catalyze transformation.

To realize this great opportunity, we appreciate the
fundamental need to de-risk our politics and economics,
which would reduce the premium sought by prospective
investors. Part of that process is to build trust and
confidence and to lead by example. | believe that our
record over the last year shows this to be so.
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Dear Friends,

Let me conclude. Ethiopia has embraced a great vision
and embarked on bold reforms. Improving the political
environment and the business climate is our priority.
Building an open society and a vibrant economy is our
shared aspiration and our proposition to you. But we
must all act fast.

Our record over the last nine months should illustrate
our resolve. This is an agenda for action; a blueprint for
a model of virtuous and sustainable growth.

Looking at what we have accomplished in less than a
year, | am optimistic and excited about the opportunities
that are ahead. Ethiopians are born runners and we excel
in marathons. Take it as a signal of our intentions and
level of commitment and stamina.

Now is our time. Rating agencies forecast — and | quote
— that "growth will average 8% over 2018-2021, making
Ethiopia the fastest-growing of the sovereigns we rate”.
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| say to you: Carpe diem, yes, seize the day — but also
trust in the future. Come and see what we have to offer,
and invest in our potential. Whether you are an
entrepreneur, a CEO, an industrialist, or just a lover of
nature or history, or beauty, Ethiopia has something for
you.

| thank you.
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32"4 AU Summit
Dinner Speech
February 9, 2019

Your Excellency Mr. Paul Kagame, President of the
Republic of Rwanda and Chairperson of

the African Union;

Your Excellencies Heads of State and Government;
Your Excellencies African First Ladies;

Your Excellency Mr. Moussa Faki Mahamat,
Chairperson of the African Union Commission;
Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

would like to warmly welcome you all to our gem,
Addis Ababa - a grateful host of the African Union,
and also thank you for gracing us with your
presence tonight. This special evening is the first of its
kind in that it brings together African leaders, cultural
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icons and the Ethiopian community in such a celebratory
setting. Intended to honor our togetherness, which is
reflected in our collective past, present, and future, this
gathering also embodies the spirit of our ever-growing
Pan-African zeal.

Tonight, we also celebrate a great statesman who made
a monumental contribution to the liberation of Africa
and the establishment of the Organization of African
Unity: the late Emperor Haile Selassie.

There is no need to remind those of you in this room,
the glowing contribution of Emperor Haile Selassie.
Articulated clearly in his majesty’s acceptance speech as
the First Chairperson of the Organization of African
Unity in 1963, he had at the time shared that, “An
awareness of our past is essential to the establishment
of our personality and our identity as Africans.”

Our gathering today, therefore, also recognizes our past,
celebrates the commendable work of those who came
before us, and inspires our efforts to build on their
successes. | would like to take this opportunity to thank
the African Union for recognizing Emperor Haile
Selassie’'s efforts in the liberation struggle and in
fostering Pan Africanism.
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As we reflect on those that came before us and their
victories for Africa, it is my hope that through this
occasion we honor and soberly recommit to the path
that has been paved by our Founding Fathers and
Mothers.

This evening is also a reminder that it is incumbent upon
us to roll up our sleeves and continue the work begun
by our predecessors, so we can realize Agenda 2063 for
those who will come after us.

As the home of the African Union, | would like to
emphasize that Ethiopia is ever more committed in
helping drive our common agenda at all levels. Our
home-grown philosophy, ‘'MEDEMER’, reaffirms our
dedication to the pan-African vision of a prosperous,
purposeful, and peaceful continent. An Africa where
borders and barriers melt and shared values and
opportunities prosper. MEDEMER is far more than just
coming together. Building on and taking the principle of
synergy further, MEDEMER champions joining forces for
a common goal of activating a vibrant multiparty
democracy and relentlessly striving for an inclusive and
equitable national economy.
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However, MEDEMER is not confined to matters at home.
MEDEMER is also about advancing the building blocks
of peace, development and integration in our own
African sub region and in Africa at large.

At the heart of MEDEMER is facilitating economic and
social fulfillment through the free movement of people
and a continent-wide market that brings us together to
unleash our great potentials for collective growth.

MEDEMER promotes and builds on the notion of
Africa’'s success stories such as the African Continental
Free Trade Area, the Protocol on Free Movement of
Persons, the Opening of our skies and the launch of the
Single African Air Transport Market. These economic
integration efforts must be viewed not just as mere
economic ambitions but also as political building blocks
that promote peace-building in Africa.

These efforts complement Ethiopia’s contribution to
matters of Peace and Security as a nonpermanent
member of the UN Security Council for the past two
years.
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In those two years, Ethiopia has effectively represented
the common African position and played its part in
global peace efforts.

We are very much committed to and looking forward to
sharing that experience to enrich the deliberations of the
AU Peace and Security Council in the near future.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to take this opportunity to express an
enormous debt of gratitude to my dear brother and
friend President Paul Kagame for his leadership,
statesmanship, and tireless work in guiding the AU
reform process in the past year being at the helm of the
affairs of the continent.

Let me also take this opportunity to welcome Egypt and
President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi in assuming the 2019
Chairpersonship of our continental organization. It is my
belief that President El-Sisi will take the reform further
and enable the AU to play its crucial role of driving and
achieving Africa’'s Agenda 2063 vision of inclusive
economic growth and development.
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The full implementation of “Agenda 2063 — The Africa
We Want!” requires an effective, lean, transparent, and
meritocratic governance at the African Union. To this
end, the organization has embarked on reform efforts to
reposition itself and ensure it has the requisite
institutional capacity and capabilities to address
evolving economic, political, and social needs of the
continent and deliver on its mandate.

Indeed, we need a high performing, fit for purpose and
effective Commission to drive our continental agenda,
deliver its priorities and marshal our efforts to achieve
the Africa we all want. In that sense,

| would like to thank Chairman Moussa and the entire
staff of the African Union Commission for their
commendable work in keeping us together and urge
them to continue to do the same with continued energy
and enthusiasm.
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| am sure there will be more reasons and opportunities
to celebrate as we aspire for and work towards a
stronger and prosperous Africa. In the meantime, | wish
us all to enjoy this monumental evening celebrating our
togetherness.

| say to you all Enedemere!
Thank you once again!

AHERS 4,20AT BIPNGALT 6T-00N 254
enPAL TLLATC KhdoT O



hav (L Atth a0 (L ORTILHG LT T1CT

Africa Health

Summit Speech
February 10, 2019

Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

mS eNPA%!
It is a great honor to be among you this morning.

¢ &0TA7 is how we greet in Amharic...
(I—L it means “May you be granted health”.

Through this greeting, our ancestors have
ingrained the essence of health and wellbeing in our
daily lives. And therefore, in continuity of our ancestors
well wishes for health, | would like to raise some key
issues on healthcare with you today. Ensuring quality

health care to citizens is a fundamental objective of any
government.
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While there is no doubt that universal health coverage is
an ambitious goal, it is nevertheless a necessary one.
Here in Ethiopia, we have witnessed tremendous
improvement in access, when we introduced universal
primary health care to all our citizens.

Today each of our 17,000 villages are linked by a national
network of more than 40,000 health extension workers.
While there are still some miles left in reaching our
health sector reform goals, the impacts to date have
been profound! It is no coincidence that in 2012,
Ethiopia achieved its Millennium Development Goal
target of reducing the under-fives mortality rate by two-
thirds — three years ahead of the deadline. Life
expectancy has also increased from 52 at the turn of the
millennium, to 65 by the year 2016.

Our ambitions drive our efforts!
Yet necessity gives us little choice.

Several countries in Africa have universal health care
coverage as an overarching social provision. Yet only 3
of the 55 African Union members are currently able to
dedicate 15% of their GDP to health coverage, as per the
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Abuja Declaration. It is still critical that we encourage
new and innovative sources of financing to supplement
budgetary support and development assistance in the
health sector. Greater attention should also be given to
improving efficiency in domestic health spending.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Access to affordable and quality healthcare is a key
driver of economic development. And governments
have played a significant role in the past in making
quality healthcare accessible.

However, the private sector should also play a vital role
in both financing and supporting

implementation of national health plans. Investing in the
health sector is rewarding and is indeed part of
corporate social responsibility.

In my view, Public Private Partnerships offer an easy
entry point for sustainable health financing. This
method, also referred to as “private finance initiative” is
a method which in Ethiopia we are taking concrete and
practical steps towards.
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We recently enacted a new legal framework on Public
Private Partnerships, which includes the health sector,
and has provisions to enable transparency, fairness and
long-term sustainability in this method of engagement.
For instance, the Ministry of Health together with the
Ministry of Finance is piloting a high-end and innovative
diagnostic Public Private Partnership investment in two
government owned hospitals---Black Lion and Saint
Peter.

Our main objective in this regard is to reduce health care
costs by encouraging private sector operators to
centralize service delivery, assuring quality coverage.
Another important focus area and investment
opportunity for private investors is tertiary level medical
services. These services are expected to attract medical
tourism and reduce the outflow of patients in search of
high-end health care services abroad.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
We need to make the health sector our priority!

We must capitalize on Public Private Partnership
modalities in healthcare and recognize that they rely
heavily on political will and require a great deal of
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interdependence between the government and private
operators. We have to do our part to ensure the success
of our collaborative efforts.

Finally, | want to stress that our aspiration to ensure
universal access to health care should not compromise
quality. Our citizens deserve quality health care,
regardless of age, gender and geographical location.

Currently, a large number of Africans do not have access
to see a medical doctor in their lifetime. This must
change!

If 'leave no-one behind’ is a mantra for achieving the
SDGs, then achieving universal health coverage is vital to
ensure that Africa is not left behind.

| thank you!
M5 hDA%!
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Haasawa Amboo
Ebla 3, 2010

Haasawa kabajamoo Dr. Abiy Ahmad
Muummeen Ministraa Mootummaa
Feederalawaa Dimokraatawaa Ripabilika
Itoophiyaa Ummata Amboo fi Lixa Shawaatiif
taasisan Kabajamtoota Ummata Magaalaa
Amboo fi Naannawaa ishee

Kabajamtoota Keessummoota waamichi isiniif
taasifame

mmata bal'dhaa Oromoo fi Dhaabni keenya
ergama guddaa Ummata Itoophiyaatiin itti
kenname, milkeessudhaaf waadaa yeroo itti
galetti ummata magaalaa Amboo fi Naannawa ishee
waliin taanee kutannoo gabnu ummata biyya keenyaatiif
ibsuuf  sirna qophaa'e kanarratti argamuu kootiif
gammachuu guddaa natti dhagahame ibsuun barbaada.
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Hundaa ol fedhii yeroo dheeraa ummanni keenya
seenaa biyya kanaa gara bogonnaa hammattummaa fi
miira jaalalaa cimaatti ceesisuuf agarsiisaa ture hojiitti
fi milkeessuu itti dandeenyu arganneerra. Qabsoon
keenya qgabsoo moo'ataa akka ta'uuf tarsiimoo
keenyeen injifachuun danda’ameera. Iccitiin injifannoo
keenyaas seenaa darbe lakkaa'uu qofaa odoo hin taane

of-duratti  fageessinee ilaaluudhaan jijjiiramaaf
tokkummaadhaan hojjechuu keenyaani.

Haa ta'u malee, injifannoon keenya guutuu ta'uu kan
danda'u itti gaafatamummaa nutti kenname waliin
taanee fiixaan baasuu yoo dandeenye duwwaadha. limi
kan abbaa caalu yookaan kan abbaa dhaalu akka
jedhamu, daandii gabsoo keenya kaleessaa gabannee,
injifannoo amma argametti odoo hin quufin seenaa
haarawa hojjechuudhaan egeree dhufuuf rigicha
cee'umsaa hin raafamne fi hin diigamne kaa'uudhaaf
sosochii ummata naannoo fi biyya keenyaa cimsinee itti
fufuu gabna.

Dagalee mataa ofii kan qabudha!
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Naannoon keenya Oromiyaa fi biyyi keenya Itoophiyaan
fi sirnaan hogganamuu barbaada. Tibbana Taateen
addaa wal-harkaa fuudhiinsa baallii karaa nagaa fi
demokraatawaa ta'een raawwatame bu'aa fi agarsiistuu
imala kanaa ti. Sababiinsaa, sagaleen ummataa
dhaggeffatamuu kan mirkaneessedha. Ummanni keenya
gabsoo taasisaa ture keessatti bilchina siyaasaa mul‘ise
daran cimsuudhaan milkii haaraa galmeessuuf isa
kaleessaa caalaa warraagummaa addaatiin socho’uutu
nurraa eeggama.

naannoo keenyaa ti. Mootummaan keenya ammoo
dagalee murteessaa humna misoomaa, nageenyaa fi
demokraasii ijaaraa jirruuti. Tokkummaan keenyammoo
iciitii milkaa'ina keenyaatti.

Seenaa darbe lakkaa’uu qofaa osoo hin taane, of

hojjechuudha!

Hiyyummaan, doofummaa fi boodatti hafummaan
dhaadannoowwanii fi geerrarsa babareedaadhaan hin
injifataman.

AHERS 4,20AT BIPNGALT 6T-0NN 262
enPAL TLLOTC KhdoT O



hov (Lt Adth a0 o0+ OACTT e+LLT adbh T

Maqaa gaarii biyya keenyaas dadhabbii fi ifaajee nama
dhuunfaa fi gareetiin alatti eegsisuu fi kabachiisuun hin
danda’amu. Har'a irra dhaabbannee kaleessa yammuu
ilaallu waan arginuu fi lakkoofnu hedduutu jira. Seenaan
himachuufis ta’'ee dubbachuuf bareedu akka ummataatti
ni gabna. Akkuma sana ammoo, carraawaan gaggaariin
nu jala bahan baay'etu jiru. Garuu, seenaan kaleessaa
har'aaf ka'umsa yoo nuuf ta'e malee bu'aa ta'ee nu
tajaajiluu hin danda’u. Kanaafuu quuqqgaa kaleessaatiin
godaannisa hooqgachuu keessaa baanee jaarraa
tokkummaa cimaa ijaarrachuu gabna. Kana ta'uu
baannaan, warra seenaa himaa bara fixu malee, warra
seenaa haarawa hojjatee dhaloota egereetiif dhaalchisu
ta'uu hin dandeenyu.

Waggoottan dhibbatama dura sirni Gadaa Ummata
Oromoo Hagni akka hin jal'anne, dhugaan akka hin
badne, nama qofaaf osoo hin taane, lubbu-gabeeyyii fi
lubbu-dhabeeyyiin naannoo keenya keessa jiranillee
karaa malee akka hin miidhamneef tumaalee seera
addaa qopheessuudhaan kan eeguu ture. Beeylada
keessaa seera Fardaa, Muka keessaa Kabaja Odaa, iddoo
araaraa Gaaddisa Muudaa akka fakkeenyaatti yoo
kaasne, Oromoon tumaalee adda addaatiin hogganaa
akka ture ilaaluun ni danda’ama.
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Namni ifaajee isaa malee akka hin nyaanne, karaa hin
malleen akka hin fayyadamne sirni falmu kun jaarraa
amma keessa jirru kanaafis barumsaa fi dawaa gaarii
dha. llaalchii fi gochi ummataaf hin malle bakka qorumsa
guddaa nutti ta'ee jiru kanatti duudhaalee kaleessaa
akka barumsaatti fayyadamuudhaan gqabsoo cimaa
ummata bal'aa hirmaachiseen dura dhaabannee
falmuun yeroonsaa har'aa fi amma dha.

+ Kabajamtoota Aanga'oota Mootummaa
Ol'aanoo

+ Kabajamtoota Ummata Magaalaa Amboo fi
Naannawaa ishee

Galaan Imala lafa dheeraa marii fi waliigaltee dha!

Beekumisii fi ga’'umsi hiyyummaa, boodatti hafummaa fi
al-seerummaa ittiin injifachuu dandeenyu wal dhaga'uu
fi dhaggeeffachuu keessaa madda. Yaadni mo'ataa fi
bu'aa qabeessis akkuma kana. llaa fi ilaameen yoo
jiraate, sirni wal dhaggeeffachuu yoo gabbate, umriin
gadadoo ni gabaabbata. Kanaaf, aadaan wal
dhaggeeffachuu daran gabbachuu qaba. Sana ta'uu
baannaan, hanga fedhe ifaajnus bu'aa quubsaa buusuu
gonkumaa hin dandeenyu.
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Dhimmootamirgaaf faayidaa keenya mirkaneessuudhaaf
wabii bu'uuraa ta'an irratti waliigallee hojjechuu fi
gufuuwwan nu qunnaman hunda waliin taanee buqgqisaa
deemuu qgabna. Walii galan, Alaa galan, Alaa galan
maqaa tolan akkuma jedhamu Sochii kana keessatti akka
ummataatti yoo hirmaanne baay'inaa fi humna diinotaa
hirisaa deemuudhaan mo’attummaa hagaa fi dhugaa
mirkaneessuuf yeroon nu gaafatu ni gabaabbata.

Jaallachuu fi hammachuun iccitii milkaa’ina
keenyaa ta’ee nu tajaajiluu qaba!

Waan akka nurratti hin taane barbaannuu fi balaaleffataa
turre namoota biraarra akka hin geenye tumsuu fi of-
eeggannoo taasisuun caalanii argamuu dha. Caaluu
gofaan kan daanga'u osoo hin taane daangaa
fudhatamummaa fi dhageettii bal'ifachuudhasi.

Akka sagalee fi dandeettii dhokataan nuti gabnu laga
cee'uu fi injifataa ta'u yoo feene, ani qofti haa
dhaga’amuu odoo hin taane, warri kaanis haa dubbatan,
haa dhaggeefataman jedhanii yaaduun bilchina guddaa
dha. Yaadni fooyyee gabu adda ba'uu kan danda'u
yaadni wal dorgomu yoo jiraate qofaa dha. Kana ta'uu
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baannaan qofaa fiigicha calgabanii qofaa xumuruu ta‘a.
Inni ammoo injifannoos badhaasas hin gabaatu.

+ Kabajamtoota Aanga'oota Mootummaa
Ol'aanoo

+ Kabajamtoota Ummata Magaalaa Amboo fi
Naannawaa ishee

Hirmaannaa Dargaggootaa fi Dubartootaa malee
misoomni saffisu, dimokraasiin dhugoomu hin
jiraatu!

Gaaffiwwan dargaggootaa fi dubartoota keenyaa hanga
yoonaatti hin deebi’in jiran hedduun jiraachuu isaa ni
hubanna. Sochii hanga yoonaatiin rakkoo hojii
dhabdummaa furuudhaaf hangi deemame salphaa ta'uu
baatus, guddina fedhii misoomaa jiru waliin yoo
madaalamu baay'ee kan hafu akka ta'e gorannee adda
baasnerra. Argannoo keenyarraa kaanee tarkaanfiiwwan
furmaataa gara garaa fudhachuu eegaleera.

Hirmaannaa dargaggootaa fi dubartootaatiin alatti
nageenya amansiisaa fi itti fufiinsa qabu mirkaneessuun,
hojii misoomaa itti fufsiisuu fi demokraasii lafa
gabsiisuun kan hin yaadamne akka ta’e ejjennoo cimaa

AHERS 4,20AT BIPNGALT 6T-0NN 266
enPAL TLLOTC KhdoT O



hov (Lt Adth a0 o0+ OACTT e+LLT adbh T

gabna. Sababa kanaan, hojiiwwan dadammaginaa fi
sosochii gaamolee hawaasaa kanaan dura ture itti
fufsiisuun akkuma eegametti ta'ee, kanaan boodas
caalmaatti hojjechuudhaaf gopha’'ummaa gabnu ibsuun
barbaada.

Dukkanni Dukkana hin moo’u, yoo Ifaa ta’e malee!
Doofummaanis Wallaalummaa balleessuu hin
danda’u yoo barumsaan ta’e malee!

Hojii gorattoonnii fi qooda fudhattoonni barnootaa
sadarkaa adda addaatti hojjetaniin dhimmi barnoota
qulqullina gabuu fi lammii ga’'umsaa fi dandeettii gabu
uumuu xiyyeeffannoo addaa kan barbaaduu dha. Hojiin
kun akka eegametti ta'ee, dhaloonni egeree manneen
barnootaa keessatti argamus baratee of
gahoomsuudhaan ijaarsa biyyaa fi naannoo keenyaa
keessatti qooda isaa gumaachuun gootummaa dha.

Haaluma wal fakkaatuun, hayyoonni ummanni hiyyeessi
kun isin barsiisee fi rakkinni isaa rakkina keessan ta'uu
amantaan fudhattanii, gorannoowwan jiruu fi jireenya
isaa fooyyessuu danda’an gaggeessudhaan beekkumsa
gabdan hunda akka gumaachitaniif waamicha dirgama
lammummaan isiniif dhiyeessuun barbaada.
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Dhumarrattis, yeroon itti aanu yeroo tokkummaan
ummata Oromoo caalmaatti cimee, fakkeenya gaarii
walta'iinsa biyyaalessaa saboota, sab-lammootaa fi
ummattoota biyya keenyaa itti ta’'u arguuf abdachuu
bira darbee, beekumsa akka maallaga sabbata aayyootti
guduunfannee, waan dubbannuu fi hojjennu wal
simsiifnee imala keenya gara fuula duraa kan itti
milkeessinu nuuf haa ta'u jechaa seenaa kaleessaa
jijiirrtanii  kana booddee Ambo giddu galeessa
misoomaaf fi badhaadhinaa akka taasistan abdiin gabu

carraa kanaan ibsuun barbaada.

Injifannoo fi badhaadhinni ummata
Oromoo fi Ummattoota Biyya Keenyaa
hundaaf! Kabajni bara baraa
gabsaa’ota wareegamaniif!
Galatoomaa!
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Haasaa Mineesootaa
Adooleessa 23/ 2010

Ulfaadhaa!

asawaa koo isa dheeraa Afaan Ambhaariffaan

waanan godhuuf, dursa garuu Ummata

Oromoo magaalaa kana keessa jiraatuufi
Afaan Oromoon akkan nagaa dhiyeessuuf akka naaf
hayyamtan kabajaan isin gaaffachaa, yoo dhagahuu
baattanis obsaan akka na eegdan isin gaafachaa, kan
nuti labsaa jirru jaalalaa fi tokkummaa akka ta’e akka na
hubattan kabajaan isin gaaffadha.

Saba Jaallatamaa!
Saba Goota!

Hammachuu, gurshuu, guddisuu, ofitti gabuu, garaa
bal'achuu, kan ofii kennuu kan beeku- Sabni kun bara
dheeraatiif gabsoo hadhawwaa ilmaan ofii itti gabbaraa
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ture gochuunsaa har'as boris seenaa keessatti kan
dagatamu hin ta'u. Sabni kun kan qgabsa’aa
ture,qabsaa’uuf osoo hin taane, mo’ee agarsiisuuf ture.
Mo'uun gahaa miti. Gareen garaa garaa ijaaramanii,
mo’anii, sassaammatanii, bu'anii jiru.

Oromoon mo'uu qofa osoo hin taane, biyya ijaaruy,
Oromummaa dagaagsuun, oromummaa jechuun
guddifachaa, moggaasafi magaa gara garaa keennuun
ofitti hammachuu ta'uusaa bara itti agarsiifnu ta’'uusaa
dagachuu hin gabnu. Garaa bal’annee, isa kaleessaa
daganee  hammachuu  dandeenyaan,  Oromoon
Keeniyaa, Oromoon Ruwaandaa, Oromoon Tanzaaniyaa
gabsoo dachee keenya irraa ka'u eeggachaa waan jiruuf
hojiin keenya bal'aadha. Humna horachaa, humna
gabbisaa gara fuula duraatti cehuu gabna.
Tokkummaan keenya akka amma Jawaar jedhe, Kaampii
Menesootaa; Kaampii Adaamaa walitti ida’amee tokko
ta'eera.

Nuti yoo nuti mijatu Kaampii Mineesootaa dhufnee,
mari‘annee, walgorsinee, walin nyaannee, waliin
taphannee kan deemnu; namoonni asiimmoo gaafa
fedhan gara naannoo keenyaa dhufanii dubbatanii,
mari‘atanii, sirbanii, gammadanii gammachiisanii nuttis
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goranii nagaa nutti dhaammanii deemuu malee kana
booddee kaampiin lama nuuf hintolu hinbarbaannu
tokkummaan keenya cimuu gaba.

Kana caalaa isin waliin haasa’'uu, yaada gara garaa
goddachuu nanbarbaada akkuma Jaawaar jedhe
nalaattaniittuu hunda bakka bu’'ee akkan dubbadhu na
ofkolchaa.

Yaa sabaa arsaa guddaadhaan injifannoo arganne kana
gaggeessummaa bilchaataaa, gaggeessummaa ca'uu
danda’'u, gaggeessummaa haammachuu danda'y,
gaggeessummaa mul'atee takka otoo hinbanne ijoollee
keenyaaf dabarsuu akka dandeenyuuf garaa bal’achuu
hammachuu hunda caalaa nurraa eegama.

Kaleessa qabsoo keessa mormaa waan turreef akka itti
mormaa turref akka itti diiguuf deemaa turre sun har'a
hinhojjetu.

Amma gaheen Oromoo ijaarudha, haamachuudha,
jaallachuudha, dhiifama gochuudha badiin nurratti
gagqgabe yaraa waan ta'eef miti.hidhamneerraa,
duneerraa, tuffatamneerraa, arrabsamneerraa,
jibbamneerraa dhiibamneera.
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Nutimmoo haaloo baanu kan dandeenyu
jaalachuudhaan, guddifachuudhaan, gurshuudhaan
hammachuudhaan kan biyya diignu osoo hintaane
Afriikaa ol kaasuu kan dandeenyu ta'uu agarsiisuudhaan.
Kanaaf yaa sabaa garaa bal'achuun yeroo hunda
dagatamu hingabu ergaa keenya yeroo biraa isinitti
dhaammanna.
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Haasawa Baalee

Magaalaa Roobee
Sadaasa 30/2011

Duraan dursa akka itiyoopiyaatti guyyaa har’aa
gotoota itti kabajnu waan ta’eef Baalee Biyya
gootaa sagantaa akka biyya biyyaatti kabajnu
kanaaf baga ittiin nugahe jechuun barbaada.

otoota yaadachuun biyya gootaatti gaafa ta'u

ayyaanichi dacha waan ta'uuf Baalee biyya

gootaa keessatti gootoota yaadchuun ayyaana
kana dacha nuugodha. Kabajamtoota Abbootii Gadaa,
Abbootii Amantaafi jaarsoolii biyyaa, kabajamtoota
ummata Godina Baaleefi Magaalaa Roobee, geerroo
gaachana sabaa.

Guyyaa har'aa iddoo seena qabeessa eenyummaan
keenya akka Baalee Bosona keessaa harkisamu ka'umsa
babalifannaa ummata Oromoo kutannoo lammii
wareegamuu,  xiigii  antummaa  sabaa, iccitii
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obbolummaa, bakka gaangee gabsoo siyaasa hundee
gaaddisa odaa biyyaa Norannaa huseen, Biyya
Soofumar, dachee Oromoota hundaa kantaate Godina
Baalee Magaalaa Roobeetti argamuu  kootiif
gammachuu natti dhagaahaame ibsuun barbaada.

Arsaa Boonsaa gonnaan bultoonni Baalee ummattoonni
biyya keenyaa kaffalan, gootni kan akka Janaraal
Waaqoo Guutuu, Koroneel Aliyyii Cirrii, Hajii Adam
Saaddoo, Koroneel Huseen Bonee lakkosfsaan waamaee
xumuruu hindandeenye garbummaa hiddaan bugisna,
gabrummaan hiddarraa bugqga’ee gara Oromummaan
gaaddisa biyyaa guddaa yeroo itti ta'ee ummata aadaafi
safuudhaan  boonu, miidhaan  kaleessaa  akka
hindeebinee har'a lammiisaa gaachana abdii saba isaa
ta'ee egaree isaa mul'isu kana gidduutti argamee jaalala
lammummaa onneerraa madden Anaa dhufu jettanii
nasimattaniif anis Anaan yaagomookoo jechuu
barbaada.

Seenaan gotoota faarfamuu qaba. Haata'u malee seenaa
isaanii faarsuu qgofa o0soo hintaane barrachuun
gootummaa  haaraa  hojjechuu  nubarbaachisa.
Waldhagahuu akka Hajii Adam Saaddoo iccitii gabachuu
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danda’uu, waliif obsuu, wal-gorfachuu angoota olaanaa
dhaga'uu, galbeefachaa irraa fudhauu yoo akkana gochu
dandeenye gabsoo abbootii keenya taasisan shakkii
tokko malee galma gahuun dhaloota, nubooda dhufuus
bilisummaa walgixxummaa obbolummaa badhaadhina
dhaalchisuu ni dandaa’ama.

Baaleen biyya jaalalaati. Yeroo ijoollummaa maatiin
keenya Jimmarraa muda Sheekanaa Huseen dhaquun
lafa seenaaf duudhaa kana dhufanii yeroo galan
gaarummaa, jaalalaafi gootummaa Baalee guyya
guyyaan dubbatu turan.Warri Baalee ofii agabuu bulanii
kana nama nyaachisan, kan bishaan gaafateef aannan
unachiisan arjoominaan beekamudha.

Oromoota roorroo itti ammaate giddu gala biyyaa irraa
Baaleen dahoo isaanii turtee. Madda walaabuun
dacheen burgaa gootoota har'as ummata gootaa
garreewwan rakkinaaf hin jilbeeffanne haga ofii
kabachiisuuf kan of-duuba hindeene gabdi.

Humni murtee kun kan itti boonnu gofa otoo hin taane
Addunyaanis kan seenaa gabsoo gootummaa haagaafi
wal-gixxummaa imala eegaree keenya gala godhannee
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meeshaa qgolee hiyyummaa boodatti hafummaa ittiin
injifannu  ta'ee akka nutajaajilu shakkii tokkollee
hingabu.

Waan ta'eefis, ijifannoo amma arganne gqabannee
fulduratti tarkaanfachuuf wal-amanuu fi wal-agabchuu
yeroo kamiyyuu caalaa kan nurraa barbaachisu ta’‘a.

Kabajamtoota ummata Oromoo hundaaf

Bakka loonni hinjirreetti Okolee miidhaksuun akkuma
haajaa namaa hinbaasne, bakka ummanni hinjirretti
waa'ee biyyaa kaasuun hika hingabaatu. Biyya jechuun
gaaraafi bakkee babbareeddaa jechuu otoo hintaane
ummata bal'aa jechuudha.

Har'a Addunyaan ammauuoofte kana keessatti dhimma
Aadaa, dudhaaleefi toftaalee jireenyaa ummanni biyyaa
hordofuufi jiruu isaa ittiin hoganu xinxaluun galtee
kallattiifi murtoo hojii mootummaa godhachuun yoo
ittiin hojjenne sababni hinmilkoofneef hinjiru.

Yoo Baalee bunu Dinshoo fula gadi deebisnu Dirree
Shekanaa Huseeniifi holq Soofumar yaadaafi qalbiin
daawwannu midhagina gqaroomina guddaa ilaalla.
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Yoo Saannateefi gaarreen Baalee yaadanu gaaddisa
tokkummaa keenyaafi Odaa Roobaa gonkumaa
hindagannu. Sababni isaa nuti warra abbaa Gadaa bullu
waan taaneef.

Arjoomina, jaalala, wal- hubannoof wal-
dhaggeeffannaan waliin jeraachuu dhalee dhaloota
keenyaaf dabarsinu har'a nubira darbee fooliin
milkaa'insa isaa gurra addunyaa hunda gahee jira.

Sirni Gadaa keenya Ceecarra hammattummaafi
hedduminaati. Sirni gadaa keenya  jaalala
nubarsiise.yeroo Oromoon waliin jireenya jennu, kan
jechaaf jedhamu qofa otoo hintaane guddifachaan
Ormallee gaafa lafee godhachuu, duroonfachuu ilma
boojuu, dina tiraaf antee dhiiga taasisuun, ilma
barchumaa, ilma mixii waan ofii gaban qoddatanii
fayyadmummaafi mirga fuutuu Oromummaa gaban
gonfachiisuu ofiifuu ni dubata. Kunnimmoo ammallee
aadaa Kenya itti boonudha.

Waqtiin amma kan keessa jirru keessaa dudhaalee
gaggaarii bu'aa sirna gadaa Oromoo ta'aa saboota,
sablammootaafi ummattoota biyya keenya hundaa
waliin taanee duratti imaluufis ta’'ee waliin hojjennee
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biyya duroomte uumuuf humna guddaa ta'ee akka
nutajaajilu danda’u akka ta'aan ni hubanna. Dudhaalee
hammattuummaafi waliin jireenya hedduminaa sirna
Gadaa keenya nudhaalchise hara Addunyaan
ammayoome sirna dimokraasii jedhee kan waamuuf
angafa.

Angafa qofa otoo hintaane falaasama guddaa yaada
mo’aataa kan sammuu akaakayyootaafi Habaabiyyoota
keenya akka ture addunyaan guutuu ragaa nubaha. Sirni
kun dudhaaleefi qajeeltoowan hedduu sirna bulchiisna
ammayaa of-keessatti hingabanneyyuu kan
keessummeesu akka ta'e hayyoonni amma reefuu ifatti
baasaa jiru.

Kanaafu nuti akka ummanni Oromoo hammattummaa
kana barumsaan arganne otoo hintaane kan dhaalee
waan ta'eef har'as sona kana gabbifannee hojiirra
olchuun dhalootaaf dhaalchisne tokkummaa Itiyoopiyaa
ittiin jjaaruuf akka gargaaramu kabajaan isin gaafadha.

Kabajamtoota hirmaatoota sagantaa kanaa

Gotichi Koroneel Huseen Bonee bara cunqursaan
ummata keenya irratti ammaatee diinni ummata
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Oromoo nafixa jedhee dhaadatee bosona dahoo
godhatee humna gurmeessee qabatee diina
jilbeefachiise.  “Dhukaasnee  maddisifne  ajeesnee
agarsiisne” jechuudhaan ummata onnechiise ijifannoo
fakkeenyummaa guddaa gabu akka galmesse seensaan
yoomiyyuu hindagatu. Dhaloonni har'aa dhaloota
garoome waan jennuuf kanaafii.

Daandii gabsoo abbootii keenyaa imala nutolcheef obsi
lammii keenyaa gala barbaanu biraan nugahee
dudhaalee aaddaa keenya marii karaa akka gabaabsu
nubarsiisanii jiru. Har'as yoo ta'e, waan hawwinu
argachuu barbaannu hunda karaa wlagixxaateefi mijaa'u
gofaan milkaa'u hinda'au. Kallattii addunyaa hundatti
dhiyaanni tolaan argamu hin jiru.

Milkaa'inni qabsoo rooga hundaan fiixaan bahuu kan
danda’u, yaada moo'ataa burgisiisuu, ammayyummaan
yaaduu, waan yaadan katabuu  mari'achuufi
mariisuudhaan yaad-rimee waliin qopheesuudhaan
tarsiimoo raawwii ta'ee akka tajaajilu gochuu ni gaafata.
Gama biraatiin ammo dandeettii gahumsa, humna
ijaarame yeroofi arsaa hedduu kan barbaadu waan
ta'eef, humna kkeenya guutuu ijaaruufi obsa guuddaafi
xiigiin halkaniifi guyyaa hojjechuu akka gaafatu
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hubatamuu ni gaba. Imalli irra jirru gama tokkoon karaa
ijjaarameen socho'uun humna gahaa horachaa deemuu
kan gaafatu yoo ta'u, gama biraatiin ammo gaamni
hunduu ergama fudhatee amaantaa guutuudhaan
raawwachuuf kaayyoo waliiniif abboomamuu kan
gaafatudha.

Kana jechuun hedduminni yaadaa fi ilaalchaa hinjiru
jechuu miri  hedduminni ilaalchaafi siyaasaa akka
eegametti ta'ee dhimmoota bu'uura faayidaafi dantaa
mirkaneessan irratti walii gallee hojjechuun baay'ee
barbaachisaafi murteessaadha. Oromoon walii galan
alaa galan nubarsiise waan ta'eef.

Akka aadaa  Oromootti kennata  nyaachuun
salphachuudha. Biyya jaallanuufi hawwinu kana
argachuuf meegatu maqaa itti dhabee.kichuu
kumaatamatti lakkaa’amutu karaarratti hafe. Gaaddisa
aboo hirkoo dhorkee godoo Ayyoo baay'ee gabaneesse.
Hedduutu itti wateegame nuuf dabarse. Dirgama seera
uumamaa ta'ee dhaloonni wal-harkaa fuudhee ergama
biyyaa ijaaruun itti fufsiisuuf nukeessummeessa.
guxusuun isaa kaleessa angafni hojjete irra dhaabbatee
fageessee ilaaluudhaan tarkaanfatee yoo milkeessee
ebba bara baraan kan hawwinu milkeessuudhaaf kan
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hojjennus kanumadha. Quxusuun jalgabbii gaarrii
angafasaa dagatee imaanaa nyaate yoo dhaabbate
abaarsa umrii guutuu dha. Kun ammoo balaaleffannaan
otoo hintaane bogonnaa malee hojjechuudhaan kan
baraaramuu danda'u waan ta'eefis hojiii dhabdummaa
hambisuun dargaggeessi keenya biyya kana keessatti
abdii egaree akka gabaatu gochuun hojii keenya
angafaa akka ta'e qeerroon keenya mirkaneessuu
barbaada.

Qerroofi garreen keenya rakkoo irraa bagachuu
hingabdanis hindandeessaniis. Akkuma arsaa gagaalii
kaffaltanii waa hedduu jijjirtan rakkoo dinagdeefi
bulchiinsa gaarii yeroo ammaa mul'atus harka

koo isiniif dhiyeessuu barbaada.

Kabajamtota ummata Godina Baaleefi magaalaa Roobee
Imalli kaleessaa abdii injifannoo har'aa qofa otoo
hintaane hortee ilmaan seenaa seenaa dabaluu akka
taanu nu dandeesisa. Maddi injifannoo keenya
tokkummaa keenya yoo jennu jaaraa 16ffaa keessa
Oromoon Booranaafi Baarentuu kan laga gamaa fi
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gamanaa tumatee imala wayita eegale eebbisee
ebbifatee waan jalgabeef ni milkaa'e. Karaatti gufuun
hinrukkunne, hamtuu maltuun dhaabuu hindandeenye.
Oromoon madda walaabuurratti wayitii haroomsa sirna
Gadaa gaggeesse, Abbootii Gadaa, Abbootii Muddaa,
Foollee, Dabbalee, Haadha Siingeefi Haadha Golaa
mariisiisee tokkoomse. Kan kufe akka ka'u kan du'e
iddoo awaalchaa akka gahumurteesse.

Bakka seenaa akkasii kanatti gamtaadhaan murteessee
kan injifate har'as akka kaleessaa waan tokkummaa
eegaleef injifannoo galmeessuu jalgabeera. Injifannoo
argannee kun kan jalgabaati malee isa xumuraa waan
hintaaneef imalli keenya gara fulduraa tokkommoo
jaalachuufi haammachuu gofaan kan milkaa'u ta'uu
hubatamuu gaba.

Amma ifa dukkana duba arguu furtuushee argannee
jirra. Itti gaafatamummfaa har'a nuhaarkagalee yoo itti
Of-dagannee yoo turre ammo irriba dunquuquutiin hin
malle nugarmaamtee affan garree kufaatiif nugeessi
waan ta'eef gabsoon amma nu eeggattu kan kanaan
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dura caalaa tooftaa addaa hoggansa bilchina gabu kan
gaafatu ta'uusaa hubatamee, waadaa ummaata biyya
fufsiisuuf akka waliin taanee tumsinu kabaja guddaan
isin gaafadha.

Dhumarrattis, akkuma kaleessa ummanni Oromoo
Baalee yaada mo’aataa burqisiisee injifannoo galmeesise
har'as lafti waadaafi milkii ummata Oromoo kan taate
Baalee  keessa  dhaabannee  imaanaa  walitti
dhaammannee gara gabsoo itti aanutti kan bobbaanu
injifannoo kan itti galmeesinu nuuf haata'u jechaa, barri
nufuuldura jiru jaarraa tokkummaa cimaa midhagina
garaagarummaa keessatti gabbate dhugaafi haqgni
ummata kan itti injifatee lammii biramadummaa
guutuudhaan hojjetee qoda fudhannaafi birmadummaa
isaa kan itti mirkaneeffatu akka nuu ta'u hawwaa yeroo
hojii gaarii bara injifannoo nuuta’u jechuu barbaada.

Biyyi keenya Itoophiyaa
ijjoolleesheetiin sodaatamteefi
kabajamtee bara baraan haajiraattu!
Itoophiyaa waaqayyo haa eebbisu!
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